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Student Journalist
Meets President

Retiree Heads to Florida

News Editor

Recently retired guidance secretary, Mrs.
Rosanne Candito, may have packed her bags
and moved to Florida, but her fifteen years
of service to Delaware Valley does not go
unnoticed.
Before coming to DV, Mrs. Candito
lived in the same house for 25 years in Parlin,
N.J. She went to the Catholic school in the
neighboring town. In her high school, the
only sport was basketball because the student
body couldn’t convince the nuns and priests
to fund a football team.
Immediately following high school, Mrs.
Candito attended community college near
her hometown and worked in a jewelry store.
Following college, Mrs. Candito attended
secretarial school, managed a print shop, got
married, had her daughter and returned to
work when she got a job at AT&T.
After her numerous jobs and experiences,
Mrs. Candito found her way to Shohola
where she raised her daughter.
In search of a job, Mrs. Candito then
applied for a position in the district and was
hired as a secretarial substitute.
Once a full time position became
available, Mrs. Candito took the job and

BY SAM FAMULARO

Meeting the president is
something many people put
on their bucket list, but only a
few can cross it off. I can say I
am one of the lucky ones.
Knowing
President
Barack Obama was going to
speak nearby on Nov. 28, I
started to prepare to write a
regular World News article
about his speech. After a bit
of research I realized he was
actually going to be speaking
at Scranton High School,
which is a mere 45 minute trip away.
Going out on a limb, I went
down to the 11/12 office and asked
Mr. Chris Ross and Mr. Ron Collins
if they had any contacts, and to my
surprise, Mr. Ross knew the principal
of Scranton High School and agreed
to send him an email and personally
give him a call.
Being the day before the event I
didn’t have much faith that the hope
for contact would come through but
to my surprise, the next morning I
was in for an amazing awakening.
“‘You’re going to meet the
president today,’” Mr. Ross said with
a smile. I was speechless. I was on
my way to meet the leader of our free
world.
Receiving not only an admission
ticket, but a VIP admission ticket
landed Mr. Ross and I a spot less
than 10 feet away from President
Obama’s podium, but first we had to
get through security.
Arriving at 12:15 p.m. we got
our ticket and claimed our spot on
line quickly approaching security. I
felt like I was preparing to get on a

plane. There were secret service men
everywhere, metal detectors and a bag
check.
Once we entered, President
Obama arrived shortly after and
began speaking about the American
Jobs Act. His main focus was getting
Congress to approve his bill so
Americans would get a tax break this
holiday season.
After his speech he walked off the
stage and began to shake hands with
the people in my section. My heart
began to race. This was it the moment
I thought would never come.
After we shook hands, I
introduced myself and told him why
I was there. Next we talked about
my future college plans and intended
major. Finally he smiled and waved
and we exchanged our goodbyes.
The moment is still a blur to me;
I actually spoke to the president of the
United States of America. I cannot
be more grateful that I had this
opportunity all thanks to DV staff.
This experience just goes to show
you never know where you can get by
just asking one simple question.
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BY LAUREN GRADY
Editor in Chief

began her time as a permanent member of
DV’s staff.
Mrs. Candito’s favorite memories
of DV are connecting with students and
most importantly, just listening to them.
She specifically remembers listening to the
problems of two students with recently
divorced parents, enjoying hearing what they
had to say until a guidance counselor was
available.
Mrs. Candito also said that she will most
miss getting to know the senior class and her
co-workers. Along with working closely with
the staff, she spent four years working on the
yearbook with Mrs. Rosann Henigan, doing
a task she thoroughly enjoyed.
Guidance secretary and colleague, Mrs.
Linda Gartner said, “For anyone who needed
her help, she always volunteered her services.”
The Florida-bound secretary is looking
forward to relaxing in her now full-time
residence with her husband. She hopes to
take after her dad and pick up golf and have
friends and family visit her.
“I have so many wonderful memories of
DV. The guidance office was my extended
family. I loved celebrating theirs ups and
helping through their downs just as they
supported me,” said Mrs. Candito.

Toys for Tots Collected at
Jingle Ball

The Jingle Ball was held on Dec.
2 from 7-10 p.m. Student Council
helped decorate and set up for the
dance. Many students came out for
a good time and for a good cause.
About $1000 was raised and about
200 toys were collected. The toys
were donated to beneﬁt the Salvation
Army Toys for Tots organization.
Sophomore Rian Fowler attended the
dance for the ﬁrst time and said, “The
music was fun and there were a lot of
kids who donated to Toys for Tots. It
was a great experience.”

Photo and caption by Ashley Rainero
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9th Grade Block Goes Nuts For Squirrel Project
By Kelly Cappello

regular meeting the following day.
One team, comprised of Sawyer Newman,
Sports Editor
Tyler Williams, Gaeron Fredrichs, Corey Chelak
and Ryan Weeks, proposed to develop a recreation
Students in the 9th grade Honors Geometry
complex called “Camp Green.” Marielle Cavalaro,
and Honors Biology Block were challenged
Soo Gartland, Tori McCrory, Danielle Cawley and
to create mock proposals designed to raise the
Megan Cooper presented their model of a sports
quality of life in Pike County without disturbing
center called “Spike Sports Complex.” The third
the squirrel population in the area. The three
teams of Kristin Jones, Madison Chlebowski,
best teams presented their proposals to the Pike
Clare Brennan, Mikaela Edelman and Stephanie
County Commissioners the following day.
Marcucci proposed the development of a theme
The students worked in teams of five and
complex called “One World.” The presentations
applied statistical and environmental principles
were well received by the county commissioners
to formulate the proposal for the development of
and officials.
a tract of land in the county. Each team designed
Students
in
the
Block
program
present
their
projects
to
the
This project has deepened the students’
and created a 2-dimensional or 3-dimensional
Pike
County
Commissioners.
knowledge
of habitats and the interdependence
model to represent their plan for the tract of
Contributed
Photo
of
species
and
improved the students’ skills of
land. The designed models were accompanied by
statistical
analysis.
linear models that the teams derived from data
teachers Mr. Kevin Devizia and Mrs. Amanda Pope, but
“The students were able to connect math and science
analysis. These linear models were constructed to predict also included Pike County Commissioners Rich Caridi,
in
a
realistic and relevant way, [while] brainstorming
the effects of varying factors in the development of the Karl Wagner and Kathy Hummel and long time county
something
that would be beneficial for our own
land on the squirrels and the squirrel population.
resident Craig Cox. The panel selected the three best
community,”
Mrs. Pope concluded.
On Nov. 15, each team presented its proposal to a teams, and the teams were invited to present their mock
panel of judges which not only included 9th grade block proposals again at the Pike County Commissioners

Inquiring Photographer
what is your favorite memory of 2011?
by

Faith Torkildsen Staff Writer

“When I sat next to
Derek Jeter’s parents at a
baseball game.”
Michelle McKean
Class of 2012

“Coming into my first
year of highschool.”
Shannon Ferguson
Class of 2015

“Going to concerts over the
summer.”
Zach VanDuzer
Class of 2012

“My trip to Costa Rica.”
Audrey Djiya
Class of 2013

“Bike excursions from
Milford to Matamoras.”
Jalen Palmer, Colin
Irwin, Joey Sanducci
Class of 2014

“Being in the
Pennsylvania jazz group,
Cota Cats.”
Andrew Sorton
Class of 2015

Music Dept. Donates Pies
On Nov. 14, the Delaware Valley High School Music Department, along
with teachers, donated 71 pies to the Ecumenical Food Pantry of Milford.
Students in the music department helped by running a monthly fundraiser
with Marketday.com. Patrons were asked to buy two pies, as they could
keep one and donate the extra. As a result of the extreme interest from
students, staff and teachers, the school was able to donate the large
amount that they did.
“It’s a win-win situation,” said junior orchestra member Samantha Buldo.
“The music department gets money to help pay for our trip, and the food
pantry gets much needed help to serve our community.”
The music department is still running the fundraiser with Marketday.com.
The money from this fundraiser will go to help pay for students to travel to
Walt Disney World this coming June to perform.
Contributed Photo / Caption by Jim Herzog
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A Day in
The Life of...
Mrs. Amanda Pope
Biology Teacher

BY GIA RIZZO

Entertainment Co-Editor
Mrs. Amanda Pope is one of the
involved teachers here at Delaware
Valley. She is a teacher, the senior
class adviser, varsity diving coach, a
wife and an owner of two cats and
two dogs, and an avid runner.
Mrs. Pope is definitely a
morning person. She wakes up
each morning at 3:50 and makes
it her goal to leave at 5:30 to begin
her school day. Once she arrives at
school she works on lesson plans and
makes copies and gets ready to start
her day. She teaches AP Biology,
Honors Biology and Academic
Biology throughout the day. After
school, she has diving practice and
stays after school until 6:30 p.m.
When she gets home from
school, Mrs. Pope makes dinner
and does school work. She may even
take a short 3 mile run although, on
weekends, she takes longer runs.
Considering how much she
loves running, Mrs. Pope and Mr.
Pope recently ran the Philadelphia
Marathon. This was her first
marathon and she ran a full 26
miles.
“It was much more fun than I
expected,” said Mrs. Pope.
Her days may seem endless,
but she doesn’t think so. She doesn’t
consider her days hectic by any
means. If anything, she thinks of it
as busy and stimulating. She plans
for her days so they don’t get out of
hand.
“At the end of the day, I want
more things I’m feeling positive
about than not,” Mrs. Pope said.

Do you know a person we should
feature in the “Day in the Life
of...” column?
E-mail the Del.Aware at
the.del.aware@gmail.com with your
suggestion.

Music Students Hold Holiday Concert

BY KATELYN ANDERSON

Delaware Valley choral director, Mr. Gordon
Pauling. The chamber orchestra joined
the chorus for the second ensemble of the
This year the music department kicked night, “Awake the Trumpets Lofty Sounds,”
delighting
the
off the holiday season
enthusiastic
with its Winter Concert
crowd.
on Sunday, Dec. 18. The
Throughout
concert was comprised
the entire event
of performances by the
the
musicians
chorus, string orchestra,
kept the crowd
symphony
orchestra
pleased
with
and Chamber Choir,
n o n - s t o p
all demonstrating the
entertainment
dedication and talent of
and
little
both the students and
interruption
the directors alike.
Chorus members entertain concertbetween musical
This year’s chorus
selections.
opened up the event goers in their annual holiday show.
Photo by Katelyn Anderson
The evening
with
its
eloquent
showcased
rendition of “Sorida,”
many
students
an African greeting song, accompanied by
Miss Diana Swope, who accented the piece throughout the concert. One student, Ben
Cunningham, accompanied the chorus
with her piano performance.
This year’s Holiday Concert marked by playing the piano in their soothing
the directorial debut of chorus director, Mr. performance of Nia (Purpose), a song about
Richard Horst, who greeted the audience the celebration of Kwanzaa.
Rick DiAgistino also joined the chorus,
and introduced the chorus after its first
performance since the retirement of previous playing the French horn in a nostalgic
performance of “In Remembrance”, which
News Co-Editor

pleased the crowd who reacted with great
applause.
The orchestra, directed by Mr. David
Swinehart, filled the audience with
holiday spirit throughout its performance
of “Yuletide Carols,” and the symphony
orchestra continued the spread of holiday
cheer with an upbeat, cheerful piece “The
Holy and the Ivy.”
The orchestra’s performance of Sleigh
Ride proved to be a crowd favorite due to
their loud and enthusiastic applause.
From Christmas songs to Kwanzaa
instrumentals, the vast range of holiday
music pieces expanded the spread of
different holiday traditions among the
crowd.
Keeping the crowd excited and the
holiday spirit flowing throughout the
auditorium, the chorus and orchestra joined
together for the last performance of the
evening. Together, the musicians performed
their “Christmas Finale,” a combination of
Christmas themed songs that had the crowd
tapping their feet and singing along.
“The concert went very well,” said
Mr. Horst. “The students worked very
hard, and that was evident through their
performance.”

Band Spreads Holiday Cheer

BY VALERIE LANNON

Staff Writer
The annual Fall Band Concert, led by
Mr. Lance Rauh, filled the auditorium on
Dec. 11 with booming percussions and
lulling woodwinds. Despite mishaps such as
the stage lights turning off in the middle of a
performance and a torn apart stage just hours
before show time, the band diligently carried
on. The event included individual selections
by the DVHS Band Ensemble, the 9/10
Concert band and the 11/12 Concert Band
before they finally collaborated together for
the finale.
The Jazz Ensemble kicked off the
concert with the energetic piece “Leap
Frog,”arranged by Mark Taylor. After the
crowd had exploded with applause, senior
Deanna Fontaine joined the stage alongside
the Jazz Ensemble to accompany them with
her vocals. Together they prepared for their
upcoming trip to Disney by performing
“You’ve Got a Friend in Me” from “Toy
Story,” another piece arranged by Mark
Taylor. The next vocalist to assist the Jazz
Ensemble, junior Jaymarie Santana, got
the audience tapping their feet with “Man
with a Bag” arranged by Rick Stitzel. Then,

getting the crowd into
They proved
the holiday spirits, the
themselves
ensemble played “Have
by executing
Yourself a Merry Little
the
lengthy
Christmas,”accompanied
and
tricky
with a vocal solo by senior
“Mannin
Amanda Hutchison.
Veen”
by
Aside
from
the
Haydn Wood,
vocalists, the ensemble
a piece Mr.
also included numerous
Rauh tackled
solos by trumpeter Jordan
himself
in
William, tenor saxophonist
college.
Alex Testino and alto
For the
saxophonist Josh Smith.
combined
Junior Alex Testino and senior
The 9/10 Concert Amanda Hutchison play in the jazz
finale,
Mr.
Band then took the stage band.
Rauh threw
and treated the crowd to Photo by Valerie Lannon
on his Santa
Steve Reineche’s “Dragons
hat
and
Fly on the Wings of Time”
conducted the
and Robert Sheldon’s “Brighton Beach band through the finale, including a few
March.” Taking a break from loud and holiday compositions such as “Celtic Carol”
brassy pieces, the band performed “A Seal and “Christmas on the Town Square.”
Lullabye” composed by Eric Whitacre and
“I thought it went really well as
accompanied by sophomore pianist Rachael far as with what we were dealing with,
Smith.
overall I think it was a really, really good
Though lowerclassmen, the 9/10 performance,” Mr. Rauh concluded.
Concert Band was a hard act to follow, but
the 11/12 Band was up for the challenge.
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The College Push Kiss Away the PDA
The push for college and career choice is not foreign to
any high school student. Ever since we were able to develop an
opinion for ourselves, society has been asking, “Well, what do
you want to be when you grow up?” Now, as we will be going to
college in a few years, high school students are stressing out about
staying at the top.
Think about some of your academic-driven peers. It’s
certainly not a bad idea to be a competitive student, but it’s not
hard to see how delirious some people can get about it, solely
concerned with annihilating their fellow peers’ class ranks,
signing up for millions of activities that will look good on their
resumes, and drowning themselves with the “perfect balance” of
academic greatness, leadership, and test scores. Maybe this is a bit
cynical, but what have they been pushing us for?
All this running around everyone is doing, inundating their
days with strict career-driven pathways to suit their choice of
major, is futile. Doesn’t anyone realize that the economy will
prevent most of us from fulfilling our career choices, acquiring
a job within our major, or even finding a job as we get out of
school at all? We’re on a destination to nowhere.
Instead of pushing us for a strict, definite path, perhaps society
should better prepare us for the real world, to have millions of
back-up plans, so we do not fall into the trap many other freshout-of-college students have fallen into- a trap involving a lot of
student debt, no income, a trip back home and a lot of wasted
high school stress.
We should still put our undying academic effort towards our
high school years and dedicate ourselves to organizations afterschool, but maybe we should relax and calm down. There’s no
need to get steamy about our fellow peers, juggle too many afterschool activities, or increase our stress levels to unbearable levels.
Just breathe!

We all know it is not only hard enough to actually wake up
for school but nothing is better than walking through the DV halls
bright and early just to get blocked out of your locker space by a
bunch of love bugs. When you ask them to move they either don’t
hear it or just pretend like they don’t so they can continue on their
merry way.
Let’s get real DV no one wants to see that so early, perhaps a nice
hug and kiss goodbye would work. It is interesting how couples can
kiss and walk at the same time, yet tend to stop in the middle of the
halls when not attached to some ones lips.
Let’s face it the unnecessary hallway groping can make any one
lose their Cheerios.
				

Jillian Hatch
Class of 2013

Showing Senior
Pride

Senior Year- the last year in one’s educational life. The final
hoorah of 13 years of schooling. Senior year should be a time that
students can truly enjoy a year that they will never forget. Such a year
should be packed with activities, privileges and events that would
make students enjoy their final year and in the future look back at
their high school experience with a smile.
Unfortunately, here at Delaware Valley seniors receive few
benefits and do not have much to be proud of about their Senior
Status. While dressing up on Halloween and having our own parking
lot is a great start, we could surely use a little more. Any little thing
Anna Cutaia that would make seniors at Delaware Valley feel a little more special
				
Class of 2013 would help. Even a special senior menu once a week in the cafeteria
for senior students only would be great. Perhaps seniors could go out
once a week to local restaurants during their lunch periods. Maybe
Congratulations to the November
seniors could even have free study hall period once a week during one
of their elective classes (grades permitted).
students/athletes of the month:
These ideas are simple; they don’t need to be anything huge,
expensive or outlandish. All I’m saying is let’s show some love for our
DV seniors who have shown so much love to DV in the past. Make
Students of the month:
us proud to be seniors.
9th - Kristi LiCausi
Vincent Pallini
					
				
Class of 2012
10th - Anna Chamberlin

11th - Zack Philpot
12th - Lauren Grady
Achievement: Andrew Simmons, Raymond
Barricelli
Vo-Tech: Tara Skala
Athletes: Taylor Braunagel, Bryan Schor
Fine Arts: Lauren Jones

Corrections from last issue

Page 1- Freshman Steven Gosch’s name was spelled incorrectly
in the Warrior Nation Shows Pride article.
Page 2- Junior Aimee Lindaas’ name was missing under her
photo in the Inquiring Photographer.
Page 1- Sophomore Chris Sommer’s name was spelled
incorrectly in the Have a Heart for Chris Sommer article.
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Black & White Night Supports Toys for Tots
BY SABIHA BARY
News Co-Editor

The winter sports teams hosted the 6th annual Black and
White Night on Nov. 6. First created as a w-ay to get the boys’
basketball team used to playing in front of crowds, the idea of
a Black and White Night was brought up by boys’ basketball
coach Kris Holtzer to also boost school spirit and fundraise
for Toys for Tots.
Students each paid an admission of $5 and donated one
Mrs. Jackie Weston and Mrs. Laurie
Osczepinski sang “Material Girl.”
unwrapped toy to Toys for Tots in order to watch the Black
and White games, which, for the first time, included the girls’
basketball games and cheerleading in addition to the boys’
basketball scrimmage and wrestling matches. Altogether,
students stacked two maintenance carts full of toys and raised
a total of $1,000, which was used to purchase additional toys.
All toys were distributed to children in the Delaware Valley
Mr. Jay
so
School District.
Dylan B n Pope and
ro
Furthermore, this was the first year pre-game events were
“Sweet wn sang
Carolin
e.”
planned.
However, only a small number of tickets were sold
ng
e sa
s
and
thus,
all pre-game events except the karaoke event were
u
Kra Mr.
atie ” with
canceled
as
the professional DJ was already paid for. Hosted
K
art
and
ler ky He
by
the
junior
class and class adviser Mr. Marc Valentine, the
l
i
M
Liz y Brea on.
free-admission
event was a success as students and teachers
h
s
c
“A y Hud
r
Photos by Sabiha Bary and Aoife Dowd sang in unison to both new and old hits.
Lar

Contributed Photo
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BY FAITH TORKILDSEN

BY DAN FAVARO

Staff Writer

Science & Technology Co-Editor

Black and White Night brought on a
competitive intra-squad scrimmage that
ended with the white team winning with a
close score of 42-39.
To make the game as close and
interesting as possible, JV Coach Scott
Nielson divided the varsity players and
JV players evenly on each team. Another
deciding factor was making sure positions
were filled for each team and both the
black and white teams had a “big man.”
The coaches used this game to watch the
competition and make the best possible
lineup for their season opener.
The coaches succeeded in making
the game as close as possible. Brandon
Angradi led the black team with 12 points
and Connor Decker led the white team to
victory with 22 points and 12 rebounds.

The wrestling team battled for varsity
positions in the Middle School gym as one
of the main events of the Black and White
night.
The team was split up into a black
team and a white team and had a mock
match in which the winner acquired the
varsity position. The competitive nature of
both teams generated enthusiasm among
the crowd, particularly in freshman Matt
Wagner’s overtime win against senior James
Giannini, and the very competitive match
between team captains senior Mark Wagner
and junior Martin Strenk, in which Wagner
won 7-3.
The Warriors are currently ranked first
in the District, and many power rankings
have the team in the top 15 in the state. The
Warriors have a high number of returning
starters in this year’s lineup.

Wrestling

Players on the girls’ JV and Varsity
basketball teams split up to challenge their
own teammates face to face in an intrasquad scrimmage.
Teams were split evenly according
to talent to allow the most intense game
possible. Players gave their all to prove
their talent to their teammates and fans.
Sophomore Emily Peters led the black team
in points, while Senior Megan Braunagel
led the white team.
At the end of the four quarters the
competitive game came to a close with the
black team winning 46-38.
“I think for our first year it went really
well. This is a tradition that DV should
continue,” said senior Marygrace Kennedy.
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Students Lend a Helping Hand
Combo Sings to Elderly

Club Volunteers Locally

During the season of giving, the Combo 11 class along, with teachers
Mrs. Leslie Lordi and Mrs. Nicole Cosentino, decided they wanted to give
back to the elderly
community. On
Dec. 15, the
students got
together after
school and made
different types of
cookies to bring
to the residents
at Milford Senior
Care. The next
day the class
went there,
bringing boxes
of homemade cookies and smiles from ear to ear. After dropping off the
cookies, the class sang some holiday tunes to help lift spirits and spread
cheer throughout the nursing home. They sang classics like “Rudolph”
and”Jingle Bells.” “It was amazing to see them so happy that we took
the time out of our day to sing and be with them. would do it again in a
heartbeat,” said junior Aja Young.

The Junior Historians left the school on Nov. 21 and set their sights
on the Port Jervis
Salvation Army.
Members prepared to
serve Thanksgiving
dinner to locals, a
tradition that has
been a part of the
club for many years.
Once at the Salvation
Army, the Junior
Historians prepared a
classic Thanksgiving
meal for members of
the Port Jervis community. Potatoes were mashed, tables were set and
pumpkin pie was cut as the turkeys cooked in the oven.
When guests of the dinner arrived, they were promptly seated and
served. After a good meal and helpful service by the students, no guest
left without thanking both Salvation Army workers and volunteers.
“It’s a great experience for students because we get to see people
during a time where we’re giving thanks and giving back to the
community,” said senior Maura Schaffer.

Photo and caption by Sam Famularo

Photo and caption by Lauren Grady

Donations Collected for
Humane Society

Students Contribute to
Food Pantry

In order to raise money for the
Pike County Humane Society,
members of both Student
Council and Junior Historians
gave up their lunches to collect
donations.
The fundraiser, promoted as
“Dollars for Dogs” throughout
the school, helped volunteers
collect $547 for the animals, a
goal reached with the help of
a $250 donation from Student
Council.
Even with these donations,
the Humane Society is still in need of help. They are most in need of paper
towels, bleach, collars, leashes, garbage bags, cat litter, laundry detergent
and blankets. Mrs. Tauni Ruvolis, teacher and Humane Society volunteer,
said that the shelter is always in need of both volunteers and supplies.
Junior Student Council Secretary Claudia Alvarez said, “I think it’s
important to help as a school because we need to help more than just
people. The Humane Society always needs the help.”

Delaware Valley held
topnews.net.nz
its annual Thanksgiving
canned food drive from
Oct. 21 through Nov. 22.
Three thousand and ﬁve
hundred cans were collected
and loaded onto trucks
to be taken to local food
pantries. All cans collected
helped beneﬁt the Milford
food pantry or the Greeley
food pantry which helps
families who live in the
Wallenpaupack and Shohola areas. The 9/10 homeroom winner was Mr.
Marc Valentine’s class. Ms. Audrey Josephite’s class won on the 11/12
side. Both classes collected over 600 cans combined. Student Council
President Lia Matz said, “I’m really proud of the student body for being
able to help out their own community. It was a great success.” This year
the food supply at food pantries across the country was extremely low.
Delaware Valley alone helped two local food pantries that may have
struggled without help.

Photo by Ashley Raniero / Caption by Lauren Grady

Caption by Ashley Raniero
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Governor Insulted on Twitter
By Gia Rizzo

Entertainment Co-Editor
In late November, Emma Sullivan, a
Kansas teenager tweeted an insult directed
toward Kansas Governor Sam Brownback.
Controversy over this tweet compelled her
to stand up for her
First Amendment
rights.
Governor
Brownback
is
famous for his
opposition
to
abortions, but this
wasn’t the reason
for the young
teenager’s
insult.
She was irritated by
his lack of interest
in funding of the
arts.
She was on a
school trip, joking
around with her
friends, when she decided to tweet on
Twitter an inside joke they had.
“Just made mean comments at gov

brownback and told him he sucked, in
person #heblowsalot,” said Sullivan.
She possibly did not realize that even
the governor’s staff made it a routine to
search the Governor’s name on Twitter.
After they found Sullivan’s post,
Brownback’s spokeswoman, Sherriene
Jones-Sontag, said
her office had
forwarded a copy
of Sullivan’s tweet
to organizers of the
school-sponsored
event.
Jones-Sontag
promptly reported
it back to her
school’s principal,
Karl R. Krawitz.
Her
principal
then took it upon
himself to sit
Source: parent.wisc her down and
demand that she
apologizes to the
governor. After this incident went public,
she re-tweeted the same offensive hashtag
hundreds of times and gained 8,000 more

followers.
Sullivan realized she was getting a ton
of public support considering she did in
fact have the legal right to use free speech
to criticize him without any punishments.
She refused to comply with her school’s
request, refusing to apologize.
Later she tweeted, “I’ve decided not
to write the letter, [to the governor], but I
hope this opens the door for average citizens
to voice their opinions & to be heard!
#going strong.”
The Governor was the one who
surprisingly apologized after this whole
scheme.
“My staff over-reacted to this tweet,
and for that, I apologize. Freedom of speech
is among our most treasured freedoms,”
Governor Brownback said.
Emma Sullivan currently has over
10,000 followers due to the nation-wide
attention brought to her because of her
twitter post, and all of the support she has
gained from everybody around her. Before
her intriguing tweet about the Governor
Brownback, Sullivan had almost fewer than
75 followers on Twitter.

British Workers Walk Off the Job
By Zach Smickle
Staff Writer

On Nov. 30, over two million state
workers in the United Kingdom walked off
their job sites, forcing three- quarters of the
schools in the country to close, hospitals
to cancel operations, and public transport
to grind to a halt. The strikes came in the
wake of an announcement from the British
Conservative Party-led government earlier
in the week regarding the pension fund
reform.
The proposed policies would raise the
age of retirement and increase the amount
of money workers pay into the pension
fund. Although the debate is still going
on, officials say that these changes are
unavoidable. With longer life expectancies
and low government funds, these changes
are necessary to ensure economic stability.
Many, however, say these changes are
unreasonable and will stress their already
tight budgets.
“We have got to make a stand now.
If we don’t win this, the Tories (British
Conservative Party) will come and take
bloody everything,” said Michael Holland,

an elementary school teacher who joined money to spend,” said fellow teacher Clare
the strikes.
Law. “No one’s convinced me of the case for
If the reforms pass, he will have to work cutting the pay, the pensions of the poorest
an additional eight years before he could people of society.”
retire and pay up to $155 more into the
In an attempt to win over support,
pension fund each month.
those on strike were quick to apologize for
“They
the inconvenience they
can afford
caused by walking out.
to
send
These apologizes have
troops
to
made some impact, but
the Middle
others aren’t convinced.
East,
to
“Part of me goes,
Afghanistan.
‘Yeah, it’s not an easy
All
that
job they do anyway,’
m o n e y
and the other part
we
spend
says, ‘I’m afraid that’s
on
arms
the way the economy
should
be
is,’” said small business
spent in this
owner Alexina Golding
country,” he
who had to find
added.
someone to watch her
Source: chinadaily two children during
Many
see
the
the strike.
changes to the pension system as another
Thus far the strike has cost the British
way the government is supporting the economy over $800 million and debates
wealthy who needed to be bailed out earlier over the pension bill continue.
this year.
“Some people seem to have plenty of

American
Airlines
Goes
Bankrupt
By Ronnie Ryder
World News Editor

American Airlines, one of the
few airlines that has not filed for
bankruptcy, has finally succumbed
and officially filed for Chapter 11
in early December.
The airline also announced
that Gerard Arpey, its chairman
and CEO, is retiring. He is being
succeeded by Thomas Horton, who
said at a press conference that Arpey
had opposed the bankruptcy filing.
According to CNN, in an
interview with CNN’s Richard
Quest, Horton said the airline was
forced into bankruptcy because
of cost disadvantages it faced
compared to rivals that had already
gone though bankruptcies.
“Folks at American have
worked very hard and honorably
to avoid that path over the last
decade, but it became clear that gap
had become too wide now, it had
become untenable, and it was time
to turn the page,” said Horton, who
was named president of American
Airlines in July 2010.
American was the world’s
largest carrier as recently as 2006,
but mergers have pushed it to third
in terms of miles flown by paying
passengers, behind United and
Delta Air Lines.
American has been widely seen
as the weakest of the major airlines
for some time now. It has reported
a profit in only one quarter since
2007, and it lost $4.8 billion over
those 3-1/2 years. Analysts surveyed
by Thomson Reuters expect its
losses to continue through at least
2012.
Still the company officials
had been insisting that it was not
looking at bankruptcy.
Horton told CNN that
bankruptcy “never has been a goal
or preference.”
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Iranians
Protest at
Embassy
By Ronnie Ryder
World News Editor

Europe has added increasing
pressure on Iran in late November
and early December, applying
sanctions on the nation that were
approved by the British Union in
response to Iranian protestors attacks
on the British Embassy. In addition,
Italy has recently withdrawn its
ambassador from Tehran.
European
Union
foreign
ministers meeting in Brussels on
Thursday agreed on new sanctions
that apply to 143 entities and 37
individuals, said Maja Kocijancic, a
spokeswoman for EU foreign policy
chief Catherine Ashton.
The ministers also agreed to
continue working on extra punitive
measures that could target Iran’s
financial, transport and energy
sectors, Kocijancic said.
White
House
spokesman
Jay
Carney
welcomed
the
announcement
of
additional
sanctions on Iran, saying it signaled
the international community’s
resolve to address “the continued
failure of the Iranian regime to meet
its international obligations.”
According to CNN, hundreds
of Iranian student protesters
stormed the embassy and another
British diplomatic compound on
Nov. 29, prompting wide outrage in
the United Kingdom and elsewhere.
Under international law, the
buildings should have been guarded
by Iranian security officers, the
British government said.
Shortly after, Britain closed its
embassy in Iran and evacuated its
entire diplomatic staff in response to
the incident.
The rally began quietly outside
the embassy, but some participants
stormed the building, breaking down
the door. They then vandalized and
looted the homes of staff members
and the ambassador’s residence.

World News
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Alleged Cain Scandal Causes Drop Out
By Brooke Houseknecht
Sports Co-Editor

Scandals have been more than familiar
to the American politicians. Throughout
2011 numerous leaks about candidates’
pasts have made the news and sent them in
downward spirals.
Above all, businessman and former
GOP presidential frontrunner Herman
Cain has recently put himself in the
negative public eye, ending in the collapse
of his presidential campaign. He started
out his campaign thinking he was going
to win and so did many other Americans.
Scandals, both sexual and intellectual, have
taken a toll on Herman Cain’s campaign.
By late October, he was leading the polls
but a series of missteps threw him off track.
In early November, reports broke that
two of Cain’s former employers filed sexual
abuse allegations against him. Soon after,
another woman stepped forward and stated
Cain had sexually assaulted her as well. The
questions that arose about Cain’s readiness

to be president were inevitable. The fourth the matter. Cain made it clear that he
woman, Sharon Bialek came forward with was leaving the unemployed behind, and
sexual accusations
finding jobs would not be a priority
against Cain in
if he were elected. Cain gave up
early
November.
9 percent of the workforce, and
His announcement
almost 14 million votes right there.
to drop out of the
Cain is not the only politician
election came less
who has gained unwanted attention
than a week after
in recent history. New York
businesswomen
Democrat Anthony Weiner had a
Ginger
White
twitter mishap when racy pictures
stated she had a
were posted through his name.
13-year affair with
After denying it, he came clean,
Cain. He said the
admitting to having inappropriate
allegations
were
online relationships.
hurting his family
New York Republican Chris
and motivated him
Lee earned his bad reputation by
to walk away from
scanning Craig’s List for dates while
the race.
he was married while Louisiana
A n o t h e r
Republican,
David
Vitter’s
Source: CNN telephone number was traced
scandal
tended
to receive some
back to a record of a Washington
public coverage. Cain’s “if you don’t have prostitution ring. After the incident, he
a job, and you’re not rich, blame yourself,” admitted that the defense was a “serious
remark confused many Americans. Yet, sin.”
that statement didn’t reach the heart of

Egyptian Revolution Causes Change
By Fatima Ibrahim

Arts & Literature Editor
Recent revolutionary tactics in Egypt’s
government have enforced numerous
changes in equality and the state of origin.
One major factor was the
introduction of elections
between political interest
groups, including one
that has never been
acknowledged.
There has been an
astounding change in
the voting system by
introducing a group
that has been shunned
before the overthrow of
Mubarak, the Muslim
Brotherhood.
Recent
elections
that
took
place in early December
are said to have had
the biggest turnout in
Egypt’s modern day history. The Muslim
Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party
won 36.6 percent of the vote, while the
Salafist Al-Nour Party received only 24.4
percent of the votes. However, there
may still be a chance that the extremely
conservative Islamists Party may exceed

expectations and claim the winning title,
in the final round of elections said to take
place later in early January.
The day prior to the primary elections,
Protestors, fed up with the military leaders
who have been leading the government,

operating on Sharia law, as stated in the
Islamic holy book, the Quaran. In contrast,
the Salafis believe in a strong structured
government epitomizing the religious
aspects of Islam. Although there was a close
tie between the two parties, the Muslim
Brotherhood does not want to
compile their beliefs with the
Salafis.
“The Salafis want to have
that conversation right now, and
the Brotherhood doesn’t,” said
Shadi Hamid, a researcher with
the Brookings Doha Center, a
Brookings Institution project in
Qatar. “The Brotherhood is not
interested in talking about Islamic
law right now because they have
other priorities that are more
important. But the Salafis are
going to insist on putting religion
in the forefront of the debate, and
Source: MSNBC that will be very difficult for the
Brotherhood to ignore.”
urged Egyptian citizens to vote. The
Many of the voters believe that the
protestors believed that if the nation does Islamist may win the elections and this
not take the election seriously the revolts slightly frightens them. They want to have
that have taken place in early February will a democracy, not succumb to old ways and
be useless.
reverse all the work put into redistributing
The political views of the Muslim the government.
Brotherhood believe in a government
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Truth Revealed at UC Davis
By Dan Favaro

Science & Technology Co-Editor
There has been much controversy
sparked by the events at the University
of California’s Davis campus on Nov.
18. A police officer pepper sprayed a
group of protesters blocking the police
from taking arrested protesters to the
police station.
Eye witnesses videotaped the event,
and YouTube member Timasu compiled
these videos chronologically so the
world can see what truly happened.
The video begins with the campus
police arriving to clear out an occupy
camp from the University’s private
property; they notified the protesters
the day before.
The police gave multiple verbal
warnings that the protesters were
violating laws and would be arrested
if the refused to leave, but they refused,
screaming “shame on you” to the officers.
They arrested the protesters who refused
to leave, and began to leave the rest of the
protest because the rest of the protesters
were on public property.
The protesters demanded that the

police let their arrested friends go, and
began to march towards the police,
surrounding them with hundreds of
protesters to block them from leaving

walkway. Again, the protesters refused to
move off the police’s path, and began to
shout insulting remarks at the police.
The police then began to shake their
pepper spray cans so the
protesters could see that
they were serious after
many warnings of what
would happen if they stayed
on the walkway. Protesters
on the lawn began shouting
for the protesters on the
walkway to cover their eyes
and noses in preparation
for the spray.
The
police,
after
showing the protesters
many times that they would
use the pepper spray, finally
used it to spray only the
Source: The Guardian protesters on the sidewalk
in their way.
with the arrestees, saying that if and only
The leader of the protest, a student,
if they let the protesters free that they then “offered the police a moment of
would “let the police free” as well.
peace” and said that the police could
Protesters blocked the walkway, take their weapons (riot gear) and friends
which is illegal, and the police individually (arrested protesters) and finally leave.
warned each of them that force would be
The protesters then celebrated with
used if they did not stop blocking the a round of applause once the police left.

Greece Falls Deeper into Debt Binge
By Evan Beck

World News Co-Editor
There are many reasons to want to
travel to Greece, but with the recent debt
binge Greece might not be the best travel
destination. The recovery of Greece is
unlikely as it falls deeper and deeper into
an economic crisis.
To compensate for the accumulating
debt, Greece has cut back on the pay of its
public workers, approximately one fourth
of the work force, by about 10 percent.
Many angry Greek protestors
blame Mr. Papandreou, after his recent
resignation as Prime Minister, for the
increase in Greece’s debt; however, he
claims that it was in fact his predecessors
fault, as “they didn’t see it [the economic
crisis] coming.”
Mr. Papandreou also stated that
if there had been stronger monitoring
under the previous administration, the
Greek economy would not be in such a
state of turmoil.
“That’s why I think monitoring is
important,” said Papandreou. “We’re

paying for it right now and many of the
“Greece has substantial achievements
Greeks are unjustly paying for things they to its credit, including a large fiscal deficit
weren’t responsible for.”
reduction,” said Christine Lagarde, IMF
After Papandreou’s leave, Greece’s managing director.
new administration was left in shambles
In an attempt to solve the fiscal
trying to find ways to resolve the recent deficit, Greek lawmakers plan to meet in
drastic cuts in spending in addition to its mid-December to pass the 2012 budget,
bail-out and
which projects
the many tax
a substantial
increases that
cut in Greece’s
accompany it.
debt.
B u t
“ T h e
Greece isn’t
creation of a
done yet. As a
national unity
part of a joint
g ov e r n m e n t
bail-out with
and
the
the European
endorsement
Union,
the
of
program
International
objectives
Monetary
Source: The Australian and policies
Fund (IMF)
by
major
has
granted
parties is an
Greece a payment of 2.2 billion Euros important step,” Lagarde said. “The new
($3 billion). This helping hand could be government should use its wider mandate
exactly what Greece needs, as it is giving to steadfastly implement the program,
the region’s leaders another chance to which is the best way to help Greece
solve the economic crisis.
manage the risks it now faces.”

Job Market
Finds Hope
By Evan Beck

World News Co-Editor
Many unemployed Americans received
a surge of hope when experts recently
announced a surprising decline in the U.S.
unemployment rate from 9.0 percent to 8.6
percent in October.
“Signs of progress are good,” said White
House Press Secretary Jay Carney, “but 8.6
percent is way too high.”
President Barack Obama was quick to
praise the report, stating that over a span of
21 months the U.S. economy has had major
job growth in the private sector. Despite the
fact that public employers cut nearly 20,000
employees from their payrolls, business
gained 140,000 jobs.
‘‘[I’m facing my] most pressing task,”
said President Obama. ‘‘[I’m doing]
everything I can every single day to get this
economy growing faster and create more
jobs.”
Experts are accrediting some of the
unemployment rate drop to the recent
boom in holiday shopping over the past
month. The White House is also finding
economic help and job market support from
strong business investments and dependable
exports.
While many Americans have received
the decrease as good news, the Republican
National Committee has released a statement
saying that the number of Americans still
unemployed is too many.
“The jobless rate in this country is still
unacceptable,” said House Speaker John
Boehner (R-Ohio). It has been above 8
percent for the last 34 months.
Democratic analysts claimed, however,
that while the unemployment rate, above 8
percent, is high, it’s the lowest it’s been since
March of 2009. Democratic pollster, John
Anzalone also noted that “it helps with the
‘hope factor’.”
Many of the jobs created over the past
months, which are being tallied at around
120,000, fall under help services and the
leisure industry, such as in restaurants and
hotels. There were also noticeable gains in
accounting and computer engineering fields.
“There’s pretty good momentum
heading into the final weeks of the year,”
said Shawn DuBravac, chief economist for
the Consumer Electronics Association.
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Black Friday: The Good,
the Bad and the Ugly

ELLING
ANTA

Writers share opinions on the most hectic holiday of the
shopping season.
BY LAUREN GRADY
Editor in Chief

Long before Thanksgiving feasters
can digest their annual turkey dinner,
they find themselves waiting outside of
their favorite Kohls, dreaming of two
dollar cashmere sweaters.
Year after year, I find myself
astounded at the lengths shoppers will
go for deals that will make even Santa
jealous.
Black
Friday, in its
own
right,
has
become
much
more
than a day for
shockingly low
prices- it’s an allout battle waged
between middle
class
consumers
and
overpriced
superstores.
As much as I would
appreciate a four dollar waffle iron, I am
in no way prepared to take on pepper
spray-wielding soccer moms who value
savings more than they value their own
lives. I consider my own safety more of
a priority than I do a 70 percent off sale
on a George Foreman Grill.
With the amount of praise this
over-the-top day receives, it must be
worth it to wait in line at 6 p.m. on
Thanksgiving Day, right? Personally, I
would rather spend my Thanksgiving
in an undisturbed tryptophan-induced
slumber than in an over-crowded Best
Buy, fighting for both my life and a Bluray player.

BY ANTHONY REYES
Staff Writer

There are only two days out
of the year that I can get out of my
bed without a struggle. The first is
Christmas and the second is Black
Friday.
Every year, the week before
Black Friday, the TV is littered with
commercials promoting door buster
sales as far as the eye can see. I plan
exactly where I am going to go,
what I am going to buy, where I
am going to eat and when
I will finally stop.
I wake up early, get
in the car and run to the
mall or Wal-Mart and sit
outside waiting for the best
deals. Shoppers could buy
videogames for $10, consoles
for $60 and Barbie dolls for $2.
Once you’re out you need
to be on your game. Most people
will steal toys out of your shopping cart,
trip people to get to the big screen TVs,
but that is what makes the experience
so much fun. I engage in yelling at some
annoying mother who says I’m in her
way and pushing a man just standing
there. When I finally get what I need
and am walking out with my bags, I
feel a sense of accomplishment like I’ve
just conquered the Roman Empire.
I was able to buy everyone
everything for the holiday season, and
while you all run around stressing I can
sit back, listening to some music and
drink my eggnog in a toast to Black
Friday.

Christmas Comes Early this Year
BY KATELYN ANDERSON
News Co-Editor

“Yes, because the
holidays should
be about families
instead of presents
like they are now.”
Chrissy DeGarmo
Grade 12

BY JIM

THE HOLIDAYS
ARE TOO
COMMERCIALIZED
IN MODERN
SOCIETY?”

HERZOG

“DO YOU FEEL LIKE
“No, I like
Christmas, and
I really like
toys.”
Colin Irwin
Grade 10

“Yes, there are more
commercials that are just
pushing on the public to buy
Santa Claus and to buy gifts and
to buy everything else. No one
celebrates the meanings.”
Zatoria Brown
Grade 9
“Yeah, you can’t
get through one
commercial break
without seeing ads for
‘holiday’ sales.”
Doug Wilklow
Grade 12

While meandering through the aisles of WalMart in search of Halloween candy, it is expected
for one to see an array of Halloween products and
decorations. But just a few aisles down was a large
display of Christmas decorations.
It was the middle of October, and already
there were Christmas decorations being displayed.
Companies like Wal-Mart are not the only culprits,
though. As the weeks persisted, the Christmas
decorations began popping up all over town.
Homes were shining brightly with
Christmas lights, lawns were littered with
inflatable Santa Clauses and light up reindeer,
yet Thanksgiving hadn’t even taken place.
It seems that people are getting into
the holiday spirit earlier and earlier each
year.
According to senior Chrissy Baram,
it
is
“disheartening” to see
lights up
before Thanksgiving.
“People focus
so much
on Christmas and
rushing
to
display
t h e i r
generally

overwhelming Christmas decorations,
that often they neglect the importance
of Thanksgiving,” she said.
“It’s not as special to see
Christmas lights shining through
the rain, as it is to see it glistening in
the winter snow.”
While some believe Christmas
decorations are being put up too early
in the
season, some say it’s never too early to
get into
the holiday spirit.
“Personally I love it when people
put their lights up earlier,” said junior Dana Davanzo.
“The earlier, the better! It just really gets me in the
holiday spirit.”
So, is it ever really too soon to put up Christmas
decorations? Does it really matter when someone
hangs up Christmas lights on his or her house, and
how early is too early for stores to begin stocking
their shelves with Christmas products?
People have their own opinions, but it is
evident that those who celebrate Christmas take
their decorating seriously. People really get
into the holiday spirit whether by decorating
too soon or not.
“So what if it’s awkward to see
Christmas decorations early,” said senior
Robert Morley. “I think it’s awkward
to see Christmas decorations the day
after Thanksgiving, but it’s some
peoples’ tradition so let them do
what they want.”
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Santa
Appears on
Skype and
Twitter
BY STAR IRIZARRY

Entertainment Editor
In the years of youth past, Santa
Claus could only be reached via letter,
wish or cookie. These days; however, the
big man in charge must do more than
double check a single list of potential
recipients—he
must also check
his Twitter, Skype
and Facebook
accounts.
That’s right
folks, thanks to the
hordes of concerned
parents who are finding
it increasingly difficult to
keep Christmas alive for their
Internet-savvy kids, Santa has
entered the 21st century.
In order to counter the Scrooges,
Santa accounts on various social
networking sites have been springing up
like clockwork. Saint Nick can now be
Tweeted, added on Facebook and
tracked on Google Maps. But
the most impressive—
and
somewhat
controversial—
method
of
communication
remains in Santa’s
ability to video
chat with his young fan
base.
SantaSkype.com offers
users a unique opportunity:
a Skype session with Santa. Each
10 minute session costs $14.95 and
the phenomenon has already succeeded
in attracting a huge following. In fact,
SantaSkype.com and websites like it are
slowly becoming responsible for the mass
removal of mall Santas, such as the ones in
Canada’s hundred-year-old Toronto Easton
Centre.
Meredith Vlitas, a marketing director
for the center, sees the change as a good
thing.
“You can’t be all things to all people,”
she said. “It’s not just for children in the
[Greater Toronto Area] but it gives children
all across Canada the opportunity to have
a one-on-one session with Santa through
Skype.”

Page 12

The Del.Aware - December 23, 2011

ARTS AND LITERATURE

Spotlight Artist:
Matt Tidridge
BY AOIFE DOWD
Managing Editor

problems.
“It’s difficult to portray things the way
you intend. There could be something
you want to do and depending on time
and the medium you’re working in you
might just change it in the middle and

With the invention of iPhones and
the advances in modern technology, often
communication is limited to a brief text
or email. Yet, for senior Matt Tidridge
he is using technology to break into
a new plane of communication,
graphic art.
With a background in computer
programming and a passion for all
things technology related, graphic
art seemed the natural progression.
“I became interested in art
probably around the end of middle
school. I had done some sketching
before that but then I was given a
copy of Photoshop and that really
set things into motion,” said Matt. Matt displays the theme of nature
With many awards in his field, versus technology in his piece
including first prize in a “Passion “Steam Punk Eyes.”
through Art” award, Matt has lately Contributed Photo
taken a break from the computer
as he now focuses on some more
elemental art classes, attempting to find sometimes its good and sometimes…it’s
not so good,” added Matt.
a balance between the many mediums.
Yet, despite any momentary
“What’s so cool about graphics
work is that it combines art which is roadblocks Matt hopes to make art a
something really old with technology, part of his life full time, considering
which is something new age it’s making degrees in the technology field such as
something new,” said Matt. “It’s like 3-D design.
“Art in general has always been a
breaching a new field.”
Inspired by themes such as “nature way of expression especially for me. But
vs. technology,” and the idea of travelling, what’s so special with technology and
digital work is that it’s not necessarily in
Matt’s work covers all sorts of genres.
“Recently I even went through a a gallery,” said Matt “but it’s out there for
people to see it. With this medium you
fruit phase,” he said.
But with all of these many ideas and can influence many more people with
mediums in motion, Matt sometimes your work. “
finds execution to be one of his major

BY EMILY MCKINNEY
Opinions Editor

In Style
“Fashion”

While fall is quickly coming to a
close, so are its fashion trends. With
cold weather approaching, it’s all too
easy to resort back to the simple outfit
of jeans and a long sleeve tee, but that
doesn’t mean this common look can’t be
customized to fit your style.
Accessories are something that some
obsess over and some overlook. However,
this winter, accessories make it easy to
take a bland, common look and spice

Spotlight Writer:
Julia LaMarzi

BY MORGANNE MALLON
Circulation Co-Manager

By sophomore year most students
are still getting used to high school and
serious thoughts about their future have
yet to have crossed their minds. Julia
LaMarzi however knows exactly how she’s
going to utilize her talents as a career.
Already taking fashion design classes
at the Fashion Institute of Technology,
Julia wants to have a double major in
Fashion Design and her other passion:
Creative Writing.
Julia has been writing poetry since the
first grade and prose since the fifth grade.
This year after being encouraged by her
friends, she joined the Creative Writing
Club, where she usually writes humor and
sometimes romance.
“[I write] when I get home, a lot of
times at night when I’m supposed to be
sleeping,” Julia laughed. “I people watch
so that helps [with finding inspiration.] I
just think about things and I get an idea.”
Her favorite books include the “Harry
Potter” series by J.K. Rowling, “The Host”
by Stephenie Meyer, and “Paper Towns”
and “An Abundance of Katherines” both
by John Green.
Although Julia is interested in a career
in fashion, her love of writing leads her to
sometimes think of becoming a novelist or
a travel writer. Most of the time, though,
she considers writing as just a hobby.
“I like coming up with ideas and
running them through because it’s fun to
watch it play out,” Julia said.
Julia’s other passions include ballet,
an activity she has been involved in for 12
years, and learning the Japanese language.
it up with some winter-trend flair. One
major trend this season is bold metallic
jewelry. Necklaces featuring thick,
chunky metal and bigger bracelets are
spot on for achieving a trendier look.
These stronger metallic accents will add a
classier touch to any outfit.
Another way to add interest to any
outfit is with handbags. This season, the
Gladstone bag is back. This was a bag
that old time doctors used to carry their
medical supplies. Now it has been made
over and made feminine with different
colors and prints and is the hot new trend

She will be spending a month in Japan this
summer with the AYUSA Global Youth
Exchange program. No matter what Julia
decides to do, writing will certainly stay a
part of her life.

Writer’s Sample

I knew him as Zack, the large,
round kid a grade or two ahead
of me, and the know-it-all that
forgot how to shut up. He rode my
bus and, with the assigned seats,
he somehow always ended up
near me. Zack would poke his nose
over into my seat and read over
my shoulder, a pet peeve of mine
that, I have a feeling, he planted
the seed for. He only further
aggravated me by answering
questions with a superior air,
whether his answers were wrong
or right (often wrong). I then took
great pleasure in pointing out his
mistakes as he had done mine.
Zack was also a prideful
creature, and unable to accept
his mistakes from someone his
junior, would start an argument
with me. In my younger days I
was more of an introvert and a
shy keep-to-the-corner type of
person. but Carl’s wrongly placed
self-righteousness had a way of
bringing out the worst in me. He
was arrogant and self-centered
to boot. I probably wouldn’t have
minded his incessant corrections if
at least half of them had actually
been correct, but honestly, they
weren’t.
for handbags. This modernized classic
will add an elegant touch to whatever you
choose to wear.
While this last trend is not new, it is
a classic and that is the red lip. This adds
sophistication and can be rocked with
any look this winter.
All of these trendy accessories will
spruce up any outfit this season. They
can be easily found in any local mall and
are readily available for consumers to
purchase.
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Robert Vargas
BY MIRANDA ZINN

Donate Clay Bowls

Book

Review

“Hush Hush”

chorus and orchestra. He also participates
in Rachel’s Challenge and the Gay/Straight
Arts & Literature Co-Editor
Alliance club, which he co-founded. He
Some people are well-known for their also manages to balance his school work
fashionable outfits and wealth. Some people and music enough to take voice lessons
are well-known for their athletic ability and once a week with his teacher, Sandy Stalter.
In addition, Robert lends his voice in
funny personality. Then, there are some
who are well-known for their miraculous Drama Club; he hopes to get a good part in
the upcoming school play “How to Succeed
musical talent.
Senior Robert Vargas has been in Business Without Really Trying.”
Robert enjoys various genres of music,
musically-inclined since he was a small boy in
but his favorites
elementary
include classical and
school.
jazz.
He began
“I like listening
learning
to Frank Sinatra and
how
to
Michael
Bublè...I
play
the
just love that type
viola at age
of singing,” Robert
8.
commented.
“
I
In his junior
know this
year, Robert studied
s e e m s
in Brazil through
c l i c h é ,”
the Rotary Club
Robert
Exchange Program;
said with
however, he didn’t
a chuckle,
play instruments or
“but I play Senior Robert Vargas uses his musical
sing much during his
music as talents in both orchestra and chorus.
time there.
a way of Photo by Fatima Ibrahim
“It was really hard
expressing
transitioning
back
myself and how I’m feeling.”
As a child, Robert saw his older sister after living in Brazil for about a year, but I
play the violin and sing during high school, eventually adjusted,” Robert said.
While music is a vital part of Robert’s
which initially peaked his interest. He
views his desire to follow in her footsteps as life now, he doesn’t believe he will pursue it
professionally.
sibiling rivalry.
“I think of my music as more of a
The main instrument that he plays is
the viola, but he also knows how to play the hobby and something to do after school,”
Robert said.
violin and piano.
Instead, Robert is thinking of doubleAdditionally, Robert has a talent for
singing. He is currently in his third year of majoring in English and Communications
at the University of Scranton. He is
District Choir.
To keep himself busy, Robert is involved considering performing in local orchestras
in multiple school activities, including and choirs in his spare time in the future.

BY KRISTIN CAROFANO
Staff Writer

“Hush Hush” by Becca Fitzpatrick tells
the story of an average girl who meets and falls
in love with a boy whom no one would ever
consider her best match. The story takes you on
a journey of mystery, murder and love.
The book immediately draws you in when
Nora Grey, an average high school student, is
forced into working with Patch (the bad boy),
in biology. After a long game of cat and mouse,
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BY AUDREY-RENEE CREEGAN

want to make a bunch more. It was for a
really good cause and it was a humbling
Circulation Co-Manager
experience,” said Pezzullo.
The two classes of Ceramics 1
On Dec. 16 Mrs. Tricia Kaylor
students
have been working on this
hosted a lunch to benefit the less
project
off
and on since the beginning
fortunate by selling clay bowls and
of
the
school
year. This fundraiser raised
mugs made by the Ceramics 1 students.
$563.
Th
e
money
raised will be donated
The staff was invited down to the art
to
the
room during
Ecumenical
A, B and C
Food Pantry.
lunches to
Kaylor came
enjoy some
up with the
warm soup
idea
when
and buy a
she
read
an
mug or a
article
in
bowl of their
C
e
r
a
m
i
c
s
choice.
Monthly.
T h e
“
I
cost was five
wanted
to
dollars for a
do a service
bowl and ten
project with
dollars if the
my students
staff wanted Pictured above are hand-made clay bowls
to
reach
some soup.
and
cups.
out
to
the
The
soup Photo by Audrey-Renee Creegan
community
was donated
as well as
by
the
tying
it
into
the
curriculum
by teaching
Warrior Cafe and also by Peter’s Europa
them
the
craft
of
making
dinnerware,
Restaurant thanks to Ceramics 1
said Kaylor.” “It is very hard to part
student Marissa Pezzullo.
“At first when Mrs. Kaylor said we with artwork to someone but the money
were going to be making bowls I was will be going to someone that is in need
not too thrilled and then I found out and less fortunate.”
why we were making them, it made me

Drama Club Showcase
When: January 13th @ 7:00 p.m.
Where: DVHS Auditorium
Tickets: $5

Nora finally gives in to him and goes out with
him despite all the strange things that have been
happening to her since she met him. Betrayal
follows their romance when Nora discovers
Patch’s secret. Everything comes to its peek
when the murders begin.
The story continues to take you on an
emotional roller coaster as Nora and Patch are
always changing feelings for each other. Nora
has the difficult decision of deciding whether or
not Patch is a good person and whether or not
she should keep him in her life. This romantic

and chilling novel is a great way to pass the time
away.
If you can’t get swept up in the first chapter,
don’t give it up because within ten chapters
“Hush Hush” will take you away on a thrill ride.
With all the twists and turns that take place
throughout the story, it keeps you interested the
entire time.
Becca Fitzpatrick’s “Hush Hush” Saga is a
New York Times best seller. She will continue
the story by adding a fourth book to the Saga
sometime in the next year.
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NTERTAINMENT
Music Column Natalie Wood Case Re-opened by LASD
A Very She & Him
Christmas

BY STAR IRIZARRY

Entertainment Editor
Any self-respecting Christmas
movie-lover is familiar with Zooey
Deschanel, the sardonic blonde
with a stunning voice who played
opposite Will Ferrell in the holiday
comedy Elf. Luckily for all those who
enjoy her homage to festive tunes,
Deschanel and fellow bandmate M.
Ward have teamed up to release a
Christmas record under the guise of
their duo name, She & Him, fittingly
titled A Very She & Him Christmas.
A Very She & Him Christmas
features a medley of holiday covers,
some obscure (“The Christmas
Waltz,” “Christmas Day”) and
some classic (“Rocking Around the
Christmas Tree,” “Have Yourself a
Merry Little Christmas”).
While A Very She & Him
Christmas will undoubtedly find
its way into the rotating collection
of holiday staples, the album’s
general lack of punch leaves it
falling flat. Deschanel, whose voice
has the power to be on par with
Ella Fitzgerald or Billie Holiday,
remains frail throughout and ends
up sounding more akin to a watered
down Loretta Lynn in the worst of
places.
There is not a single song
which livens up A Very She & Him
Christmas’ mellow collection of
tunes. Deschanel’s cover of “Baby
It’s Cold Outside,” for example, is
nothing like the soulful version she
belted out in Elf ’s famous shower
scene. Instead, it is as awkwardly
fast-paced as it is weak—above all, a
mediocre disappointment.
As a whole, A Very She & Him
Christmas is average; a solid 7 out of
10 in my book. It is certainly worth
a listen—even a purchase—but it is
not an album to get your hopes up
for. A Very She & Him Christmas is
likely best listened to as a soundtrack
to relaxed, fire-side Christmas
decorating. Standing alone, it
remains sub-par at best.

BY MORGANNE MALLON
Circulation Co-Manager

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department (LASD) announced that they
have re-opened the investigation into the
death of actress Natalie Wood, who died
while yachting on Nov. 29, 1981.
Wood, 43 at the time of her death,
was most known for movies such as “West
Side Story” and “Rebel Without a Cause.”
She had been boating off of Catalina Island
near Los Angeles with her husband Robert
Wagner and their friend, actor Christopher
Walken, when she drowned. At the time,
the death was deemed an accident.
The LASD reported that they have been
given a letter from an unidentified person
claiming that the captain of the yacht, Dennis
Davern, had “new recollections” of the case.
This information comes only a year after
Davern’s publication of his book “Goodbye
Natalie, Goodbye Splendour” in which he
claimed that the original investigation had

been incomplete and that Wagner ordered next morning by authorities about a mile
him to lie to the police during the case.
away from the yacht. She had multiple
According to the official story, on the bruises on her arms and body as well as an
night of Wood’s death Wagner and Walken abrasion on her left cheek.
had been drinking and arguing. When
The boat’s dinghy was also found
Wagner went
nearby. It was originally believed
to bed he
that she had gone to the dock to
found
that
tie the loose dinghy when she fell
Wood, who
into the water.
had
also
Nearby boat owners have
been heavily
always claimed that they heard
drinking, was
nothing unusual that night.
missing. After
Recently however, Marilyn Wayne,
not being able
a woman who had been boating
to locate her,
in the area that night has told
he contacted
authorities that she heard cries for
harbor patrol.
help at around midnight. Wayne
Davern claims
says that she waited until now to
that Wagner
Source: cdn.inquisitr come forward because she received
waited several
a threatening letter.
hours to do
Wagner and Walken have both
so and refused the captain to make any announced that they will fully cooperate
attempt to find her.
with the investigation, of which neither
The actress’s body was discovered the have been named a suspect.

Crystal Declared
New Oscar Host
BY MIRANDA ZINN

Arts & Literature Co-Editor
Producer Brian Grazer and actor Billy Crystal are stepping
in to fill the 84th Oscar awards show slots as producer and host,
respectively, after the sudden departures of the ceremony’s coproducer, Brett Ratner, and its host, Eddie Murphy.
The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences announced
that Murphy was dropping out as Oscar host, just one day after
Ratner stepped aside amidst a storm of criticism over his use of
an anti-gay slur. Their departures left the Academy scrambling
not only to fill key roles on the show, but also to protect its core
asset: a telecast that brings in about $80 million a year.
“I appreciate how Eddie feels about losing his creative
partner, Brett Ratner, and we all wish him well,” Tom Sherak,
the Academy’s president, said in a statement.
Crystal, an Oscar veteran, will be replacing Murphy as host
on Feb. 26. He has hosted the Oscars eight times in the past.
In a tweet, Crystal said, “[I] am doing the Oscars so the
young woman in the pharmacy will stop asking my name when
I pick up my prescriptions. [I’m] looking forward to the show.”
Grazer, an Academy Award-winning film and television
producer, has produced multiple acclaimed television shows and
films, including “24,” “Arrested Development” and “A Beautiful
Mind.”
“Brian Grazer is a renowned filmmaker who over the past 25
years has produced a diverse and extraordinary body of work,”
said Sherak. “He will certainly bring his tremendous talent,
creativity and relationships to the Oscars.”

Movie Review
“Tower Heist”

BY EMILY MCKINNEY
Opinions Editor

After a stressful week of work and school, a funny movie seems
like the best remedy; after all, laughter is the best medicine. With
the intentions of laughing for a good two hours straight, I set off to
see the new movie “Tower Heist.”
Even with a slow start, I had hopes that this movie would have
me laughing the night away. The story began with the employees
who work for businessman, Arthur Shaw, losing their pension.
With many of them having families to support, they formulate a
plan to get their money back by stealing the missing money from
Shaw.
While this movie had its comical moments, I was overall
expecting a funnier movie than what I saw. While Eddie Murphy is
in the film and adds some much needed humor, many of the other
“funny” bits fell short.
The movie was a cliché of many different movies combined
into one. It combined the typical “my boss is a jerk” movie with
“let’s commit a funny crime” and a hint of “cop-criminal romance.”
It was predictable, and if you happened to miss a minute or more
of this movie, you could easily pick up what was going on because
there weren’t that many twists in the plot. The ending of the
movie was so entirely predictable that I could practically recite the
characters’ lines for them.
Overall, this movie did not live up to the standards I had
subconsciously set for it. It was predictable, cliché and just not as
funny as I expected it to be.

ENTERTAINMENT
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Swift Brings Home Gold at the AMAs
BY FATIMA IBRAHIM

Arts & Literature Editor

at least one wacky outfit. But this outfit was
particularly notable because of its bubble
gum color scheme and the fact that it

On Nov. 20, the 2011 American
Music Awards took place at the Nokia
Theatre in Los Angeles. Many critics
and journalists have placed a bad name
upon the award show, stating that
many of the outfits, performances and
mannerisms were absurd.
To start off, many of the celebrities
were embellished in over-the-top ideas
ranging from excessive glitter to a
resemblance of a cartoon character.
Nicki Minaj illuminated her
performance by integrating speakers on
Source: Hollywood Reporter
her backside. She literally placed speakers
on her buttocks and complimented the Singer Taylor Swift expresses shock as
outfit by transforming into a walking she receives Artist of the Year.
stereo system.
Katy Perry was completely embroidered appeared to have been borrowed from Judy
in pink from head to toe, including her Jetson’s closet,” said critic Jenn Chaney.
Many of the performers were notable
guitar.
because
their songs are repeatedly played
“It’s a given that Perry will show up in

Movie Review
Breaking Dawn

BY KRISTIN CAROFANO
Staff Writer

As a huge fan of mythical creatures, The Twilight Saga’s
“Breaking Dawn” exceeded my highest expectations.
The movie opened with the long awaited wedding between
Bella and Edward, where it shows all of Bella’s family members’
and friends’ reactions.
Then, the couple left for their honeymoon; this is when the
drama begins. As Bella and Edward spend time on their island,
they found out that Bella is pregnant. This came as a huge surprise
because the Cullen family had no clue that vampires could
reproduce with a human.
After they found this out, they headed home, where the drama
heightened further. The wolf pack discovered the news and they
immediately thought that they needed to destroy the baby. When
Jacob Black hears of this news, he springs into action to protect
Bella and her baby.
The infamous Volturi soon became involved. They were glad to
know about the wedding between Bella and Edward, but the news
about the baby was taken as a threat. The Volturi, along with the
wolf pack were nervous of what the child could be capable of.
As the movie continued, tension between the Cullen clan and
the wolves gets worse. They once again became enemies, and the
wolf pack split up, Sam Uley controlling one pack and Jacob Black
controlling the other.
The movie ended with a huge cliff hanger, leaving you breathless
for “Breaking Dawn Part Two,” which won’t be coming out until
sometime next year.

over the radio.
For example, LMFAO, Jennifer Lopez,
One Republic, Taylor Swift, The Band
Perry, Chris Brown and many other wellknown artists performed.
The artists who won the majority of
the awards and performed the most hyped
and enthusiastic performances were Adele,
Taylor Swift, Jennifer Lopez and Nicki
Minaj.
Although the American Music Awards
is not grand and overtly popular, there was
still a small percentage of viewers who were
able to make their voices heard and choose
their favorite artists.
Many critics opposed the results of the
Awards show.
“[When she won] Taylor Swift rambled
in utterly shocked fashion and said, ‘Oh my
God,’ six times, all of which made me really
wish Kanye West would stand up and say,
‘Imma let you finish, but Adele is the best
Artist of the Year nominee of all time,’ said
Chaney.

NYC Lights Annual
Christmas Tree
BY VALERIE LANNON
Staff Writer

On Nov. 30 tens of thousands of people crowded Rockefeller
Center in New York City to gaze at the annual lighting of
the spectacular Christmas Tree, assisted by Mayor Michael
Bloomberg.
The tree, a world-wide symbol of the holiday season in the
city, is a 74 foot tall Norway Spruce, illuminated by 30,000
environmentally friendly LED lights, totaling about five miles of
wires wrapping the tree leading up to the Swarovski crystal star
topper.
The ceremony was accompanied with performances by Neil
Diamond, Cee Lo Green and Carol King, as well as pre-taped
performances by Justin Bieber and Tony Bennett.
Though some were a bit disappointed that Bieber’s
performance was pre-recorded, Rockefeller Center successfully
pulled off another crowd-pleasing ceremony, kicking Manhattan
into the Christmas spirit.
Anna Veteri, visiting the city from a suburban town said, “It
was great to see the colorful lights go on, it makes you feel like
Christmas.”
The lighting occurred on the same day President Barack
Obama happened to be in town to raise money for his re-election
bid. The combination of blocked-off streets and holiday visitors
led to large traffic jams throughout Manhattan.
The tree, originally from small town Mifflinville, Pa. will
be lit until Jan. 7, when it will then be turned into lumber and
donated to the housing charity, Habitat for Humanity.

Music Column
Glee Covers Christmas

BY MORGANNE MALLON
Circulation Co-Manager

Being a Glee fan, I thought
that the TV show’s latest Christmas
album, Glee: The Music, The
Christmas Album Volume 2 would
be the perfect way to get me into
the holiday spirit; however, despite
some solid tracks, I found the overall
album to be unsatisfactory.
The Christmas album includes
12 carols, two of which are original
songs. Never a big fan of Glee’s
originals, I had low expectations for
these tunes in the first place, yet was
still disappointed.
The first, “Extraordinary Merry
Christmas,” is cheesy and unoriginal,
and doesn’t even remotely sound like
a Christmas song; it sounds like any
other pop song on the radio.
The other original, “Christmas
Eve With You,” at least somewhat
sounds like it was supposed to be
a holiday tune, but it is still boring
and featured too much of Matthew
Morrison (a.k.a. glee club adviser
Will Schuester on the show) and
not enough of Jayma Mays (Will’s
girlfriend Emma), who he is
supposed to be singing the duet
with.
The album also features remakes
of some of my favorite Christmas
songs, including great performances
of “All I Want for Christmas Is You”
sung by Amber Riley (diva Mercedes
Jones) and “Blue Christmas”
performed by Damian McGinty
(foreign exchange student Rory
Flanagan); however despite the valid
effort, I’d rather just listen to the
originals.
In spite of these subpar tunes,
the album does feature some songs
that I plan on listening to on repeat
this winter break, including a fun
rendition of “Santa Baby” sung by
Naya Rivera (mean girl Santana) and
“Do They Know It’s Christmas.”
All in all, I wouldn’t recommend
purchasing the entire album. Just
listen to the album’s few highlights
on YouTube this Christmas.
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Health Aware
“Dry Skin”
By Audrey-Renee Creegan
Circulation Co-Manager

Dry skin is a very common
problem and it often becomes
worse during the winter when the
humidity is low. It can occur at all
ages and to people with or without
other skin problems.
Dry skin results when there is
not enough water in the skin for it
to function properly. One way this
can happen is when the protective
oils in the skin are lost and the
water that is normally present
in the skin escapes. Too much
soapy water and exposure to harsh
chemicals are some of the causes of
decreased amounts of protective
skin oils.
Hot water can actually
worsen the problem of dry skin by
removing the normal, protective
skin oils. Water, followed by the
application of a moisturizer, is a
great benefit for dry skin. The oil
in the moisturizer helps trap and
seal water in the skin and makes
it much softer, smoother and less
likely to become dry, cracked and
itchy.
Milder, less drying soaps
include Dove, Neutrogena Dry
Skin Formula, Aveeno Cleansing
Bar for Dry Skin and Oil of Olay
Sensitive Skin Soap.
After bathing or showering,
quickly and gently pat the skin
partially dry with a towel, make
sure that you do not rub the skin.
After getting out of the water,
apply a moisturizer to seal the
water in the skin before it can
evaporate. Moisturizers should
be reapplied liberally throughout
the day and evening, especially to
those areas prone to dryness.

Source: 3D Nourishment
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Pakistan Postpones Ban on Texts
By Sabiha Bary
News Co-Editor

On
Nov.
21,
the
Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
announced its withdrawal from enforcing
the recent ban on the use of “obscene” words
in text messages.
Such “obscene” words amounted to
nearly 1,700 in both in English and Urdu,
the national language, and were attached to
a letter sent to telecom providers on Nov.
14, asking them to develop a filtering system
within seven days.
Among the many sexually explicit and
violent words and phrases on the list were
other harmless words such as “taxi,” “hobo,”
“athlete’s foot” and “robber.”
Leaked to the public by the Pakistani
media, the letter also included “Jesus Christ,”
a move that outraged many and is currently
being debated in the Sindh assembly, a
unicameral house of elected representatives
from the Sindh province of Pakistan.
“My religious right is snatched! The PTA

has severely hurt the religious sentiments
of minorities through this act,” protested
Christian provincial minority legislator
Saleem Khursheed Khokhar, pointing
out that the
ban violated
religious
freedom.
The PTA
also banned
a number of
lesbian, gay,
bisexual and
transgender
-related words
such as “gay,”
“ l e s b i a n ,”
Source: BBCIMG
“homosexual”
and
“fairy”
,infuriating gay-rights activists.
“The PTA policy is unjust and unfair on
the face of it. It needs judicial review. Most
of the words mentioned in the list are used
legally,” lawyer Syed Mohammad Tayyab
said.

The list has also captured much
international and national media attention,
which combined with the widespread
outrage among the public and threatening
legal action, has pushed the PTA into
reconsidering the ban.
PTA spokesman Mohammad Younis
Khan claims that the list was never definite
nor in effect .The list was meant to aid
operators in creating their filtering systems.
The PTA plans to work with telecom
providers to create a shorter list that may
contain about only a dozen words, he stated.
This is not the first time that Pakistan
has censored social media outlets. After
provocative cartoons of Prophet Mohammad
were posted, Youtube was banned in 2010.
Even Facebook was temporarily blocked in
response to a “Everybody Draw a Cartoon
of Mohammed Day” post.
Currently, the nation’s cable operators
are blocking BBC News for its documentary
“Secret Pakistan,” as well as any other
international channels that carry antiPakistan content.

Lawsuit Dooms Grooveshark
By Dom Montemarano
Sports Co-Editor

Grooveshark,
the
popular
but
questionable music streaming
source, has encountered a lawsuit
that clouds the future of the
music-pirating giant.
An international online
music search engine and music
streaming service that was
launched in 2007, Grooveshark
has streamed 100-110 million
songs per month and in May it
registered 35 million users.
Universal Music Group
has filed a lawsuit against
Grooveshark, declaring that
the company owes them more
than $17 billion. Each illegally streamed
product discovered would potentially cost
Grooveshark a whopping $150,000.
“[The business records of Escape Media
Group, Grooveshark’s parent company,]
establish
unequivocally,”
Universal’s
lawyers wrote in the complaint filed in
U.S. District Court in Manhattan, “that
the sound recordings illegally copied by
Escape’s executives and employees, include
thousands of well known sound recordings
owned by UMG.”

Universal, home to music icons
Elton John, Lady Gaga and Jay-Z, allege
that Grooveshark employees illegally
downloaded about 100,000 songs.

mischaracterization of information that
Grooveshark itself provided to Universal.”
At this time it seems unlikely that
Grooveshark can afford the lawsuit,
therefore there is speculation that the
service will be forced to shut down.
In 2009, the record company EMI
originally intended on suing Grooveshark,
but then a settlement resulted and the two
companies decided to become partners.
Since the deal with EMI, Grooveshark
has signed deals with many different
companies in order to attain protection
from expensive lawsuits.
Throughout past years, Grooveshark’s
main competition was Spotify; each
service permits users to upload free
Source: Crunchbase songs and make free music playlists.
Grooveshark approximately streams 600
According to the lawsuit, Grooveshark million minutes of songs every month.
CEO Samuel Tarantino uploaded at
“While Universal has deliberately
least 1,791 copyright songs, Paul Geller, engaged the media prior to serving a
Grooveshark’s vice president of external copy of the Complaint on Grooveshark,
affairs uploaded 3,453 songs and Vice Grooveshark intends to fight this battle
President Benjamin Westermann-Clark before the court, not in the press,”
uploaded more than 4,600 songs illegally.
Grooveshark’s general counsel Marshall
After being briefed on the details of the Custer commented.
“Grooveshark
lawsuit, Grooveshark released a statement welcomes the opportunity to present the
that said, “Universal’s claims rest almost facts to the court and has full confidence
entirely on an anonymous, blatantly false that it will prevail in the litigation.”
Internet blog comment and Universal’s gross
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Phone Explodes on Plane Phone Diagnoses Disease
emit a red glow. The fire was quickly
extinguished and no one was hurt from
Science & Technology Editor
this explosion either.
Most mobile phone experts are
On Dec. 1, a second iPhone exploded
on an airplane. The first exploded the saying that it was possible that the fires
were caused by
week prior to that on
the
batteries
an Australian flight,
of the phones
and the second
overheating,
phone
exploded
b e c a u s e
while charging on
rechargeable
an airplane in Brazil.
lithium
ion
In the first
batteries have been
incident the phone
linked to fires on
began “emitting a
planes in the past.
significant amount
Last year, the
of dense smoke,
Federal
Aviation
accompanied
by
Source: thetechherald
Administration in
a red glow,” said
the U.S. issued a
Australia’s Regional
safety alert after a cargo plane carrying a
Express airline.
The fire was extinguished by a flight large amount of the batteries caught fire
attendant and the device was turned over and crashed near Dubai, killing the pilots.
There are also other suggestions
to air traffic safety investigators. No one
from people who believe that the phone
was hurt in this event.
The second incident took place in a batteries may have been counterfeit, as
very similar manner, as the plane began thousands of iPhones go on planes every
to land, the phone started to smoke and day and do not explode.

By Dom Montemarano

Xbox Offers Television

Artificial Glaciers Created

By Jim Herzog

By Zach Smickle
Staff Writer

In October Microsoft announced
plans to expand the amount of streaming
and
live
content
available on their video
game console the Xbox
360. Microsoft began
actively searching for
partners to provide
live content over their
Xbox Live service;
Verizon took them up
on the offer.
Coming later in
December,
Verizon
will be providing 26
live television channels over Xbox Live
using the new Verizon app. This app will
allow those with FiOS TV and internet
subscriptions to view the television
channels at no additional charge.
Eric Bruno, the vice president of
consumer and mass business product
management for Verizon, said this is
another example of how Verizon is on the
cutting edge.
“Whether it’s your Xbox, your mobile

device, your PC or your traditional
television, Verizon will continue to deliver
the programming consumers want, where
and how they want it,” Bruno said.
The FiOS app will also be fully
compatible with
the Microsoft
K i n e c t ;
allowing
consumers to
control their
television with
voice
and
hand gesture
controls.
T h o s e
Source: gameranx
w i t h o u t
an
existing
Verizon FiOS account will need to sign up
for the company’s FiOS TV and internet
services, which aren’t available in all
areas. Additionally, only Xbox Live Gold
members will be able to take advantage
of the app regardless of their subscription.
The service will cost $90 a month with
a two year contract. New subscribers will
also receive a free Halo: Combat Evolved
Anniversary Addition game and a free 12
month subscription to Xbox Live.

with a bacterium that contains the
STD Chlamydia. They are working
Sports Co-Editor
on developing different techniques for
Being sick is never fun, but when different types of bacteria.
The new technology is still in
the diagnosis is unknown the situation
becomes even worse. However, soon, one development stages and developers have
might be able to simply spit on the screen yet to eliminate false signals from drops of
moisture and sweat.
of a phone to get an instant prognosis.
Researchers
A group of scientists
recognize that users will
from
the
Korea
most likely not want to
Advanced Institute for
put saliva or urine on
Science and Technology
their phones, therefore
in Deajon, South Korea
they are developing
believe that touchscreens
a special cover that
could possibly replace
would protect the
certain lab equipment
Source: mobiledia touch screen from
that perfornm blood
contamination.
tests and urine samples.
“This is potentially possible,” says
The touchscreen’s concept is to analyze
saliva or blood just as it would detect Harpal Minhas, editor of the journal Lab
On A Chip. “But any changes to current
fingertips.
Most touchscreens work based upon production-line touchscreens would need
“capacitive sensitivity” which is the ability to demonstrate huge financial benefits
to sense a fingertip’s electrical charge; before they are implemented and DNA
however, many touchscreens are more sequencing, rather than concentration
measurement, is more likely to be
sensitive to the charges than necessary.
So far, scientists have experimented necessary for disease diagnosis.”

By Valerie Lannon

black.”
Newcomer to Licapa and engineer,
Staff Writer
Eduardo Gold, believes he has found a
In the dry and cold Peruvian Andes, solution; paint the rocks white. His idea
13,780 feet above sea level, where very is simple, if dark mountains absorb heat
little vegetation grows, life depends on from the sun, white mountains will have
the opposite effect.
one animal: the
Gold and his
alpaca; however,
crew of five locals
in the past couple
travel to the top
of years alpacas
of the mountains,
have
become
splashing the rocks
increasingly harder
with a mixture
to raise due to the
of
water,
sand
disappearance of
and
limestone
glaciers.
that turn them
The mountains
white. An infrared
of a town called
thermometer proved
Licapa that were
the painted rocks are
once covered in ice
are now completely
Source: scienceblogs a whole 30 degrees
Fahrenheit cooler
barren.
than the dark rocks.
Sal om on
So far the crew has covered about
Parco, a 30 year old alpaca shepherd who
is a resident of Licapa said, “No ice means 15,000 square meters, but Golds’ goal is
no water; and no water means no grass to cover 3 billion square meters.
“This is an experiment. It may or may
to feed the animals. The ice has all but
disappeared in the last three decades. The not work… Doing something about it is
mountaintops were once white with snow better than nothing at all,” Gold said.
and ice, but as you can see, they now look
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Dan Lewis Snowboards to Sponsorship
BY FAITH TORKILDSEN
Staff Writer

Delaware Valley has overlooked many talented
students involved in sports outside of school. Junior
Dan Lewis is a snowboarder who takes his skill to the
slopes and receives recognition from people all over the
East Coast.
Lewis is dedicated to this winter sport, practicing
about 4 days a week for at least 6 hours each day.
He does not look at this as practice though; he loves
snowboarding and enjoys every minute on the snow.
He started snowboarding when he was only eight
years old. From a young age his family was involved
with skiing and snowboarding which helped him grow
into the skilled snowboarder he has become now. Lewis
learned mostly from his mother even though she was
a skier. The fundamentals were easy for him to grasp
because of his ability to skateboard.
As he got more into the sport, Lewis wanted to do
more than just ride for fun. He began making videos
with friends and found out he could become sponsored

by companies to do what he loves. The process of getting slope style event which takes place in the terrain park.
sponsored is difficult because companies only select very “[My favorite trick] would have to be a fight between
talented snowboarders. The
1080 and switch 180 steezy nose
Source: Epic Snowboards press on a rail,” Lewis said. Each
videos show skill with riding as
well as the ability to land tricks.
competition is part of the US Open
Lewis
is
currently
which is the main supporter of all
sponsored by mostly clothing
competitions. The more medals he
companies including Burma,
takes home, the better his chances of
Rockwell and They Clothing.
fulfilling his dream of competing in
He has recently accomplished
the X-Games.
one of his highest goals,
Lewis has his ultimate dream of
which is to be sponsored by
the X-Games but knows the steps it
a snowboard company. Epic
will take to get there. This year he
Snowboards is now sponsoring
plans to work on his tricks and land
him. Some perks of sponsorship
a better trick than a 1080. He looks
include free products and
up to rider Cory Cronk and hopes to
reduced lift costs for mountain
someday have younger generations
resorts all over. Lewis currently
looking up to him.
does not get paid to snowboard
Great practice and dedication to
but hopes to achieve that in the future.
snowboarding have brought Lewis success. This winter
A major part of being sponsored is attending he will continue to awe the crowds with his many skills
competitions. Lewis’s favorite style of competition is the on the slope.

Jarrod Padgett Scores Big on Ice
BY AOIFE DOWD
Managing Editor

During this time of the
year, thoughts of ice can often
be negative, bringing about
memories of sliding across roads
and a few too many bruised backs.
But for senior Jarrod Padgett,
the ice poses no problems as he
masterfully plays for his hockey
team the Wilkes-Barre Scranton
Knights.
Playing since the age of five
and starting travel hockey at
age 13, Jarrod’s commitment to Jarrod Padgett, sporting white, attempts
hockey stems from a passion for to create a scoring opportunity.
Contributed photo
the sport itself.

Division 1 Update

2011 graduate Ben Mitchell dove into an experience of a lifetime. He
currently studies at Seton Hall University, a Division I school, as a result
of his diving performances at DV. The Seton Hall Pirates are currently
7-1. Mitchell has taken ﬁrst place on both boards at ﬁve of their meets
and has also broken the Seton Hall diving record. He has currently
qualiﬁed for the Big East Championship and is close to qualifying for
the NCAA Zones Championship. His next meet is against Villanova in
January. During his time off Mitchell will be traveling to Puerto Rico on a
training trip with his teammates.
Contributed Photo / Caption by Sam Famularo

“I’m really competitive
which is one of the reasons I
love the game; it moves fast,
and it’s very physical, which
is part of what makes it so
exciting,” said Jarrod.
As a result of his devotion
to hockey, Jarrod now plays
in the National Junior
Hockey League (NJHL), a
league that has players aged
20 and under and attracts
players from all over the
world and the country.
“It’s a great experience
to work with foreign players
to learn different styles of
hockey,” said Jarrod. “It’s fun
talking to them too, to see

what Europe is like, and what things are like in their
country.”
Much like his foreign counterparts, Jarrod has done
a fair bit of travelling to achieve his success. The forward’s
schedule includes practice Tuesday through Friday and
games all weekend. Considering that the league includes
teams from New Hampshire down to Virginia and the
season lasts from August to May, Jarrod spends much
of time with his team. However, he has found time to
manage his school work and stay ahead in the game.
While his team sees many new additions and
departures, Jarrod is a constant force on the team,
contributing greatly with his scoring record. He has also
achieved the honor of being the fifth best player in the
NJHL earlier this season.
Jarrod hopes that hockey will take him places,
especially in college where he wants to major in physical
therapy. He hopes that this will allow him to keep the
sport a constant part of his life on and off the ice.
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DV Girls Swim to Victory; Boys Fall

By Kelly Cappello
Sports Editor

On Friday Dec. 9, the Delaware Valley
Swimming and Diving team hosted the
Wyoming Valley West Spartans. The DV
boys fell short with a score of 58-132, while
the girls emerged victorious, winning 10877.
The boys gained an early advantage
placing first in the opening 200 yard medley
relay as junior Dave Larson, freshman
Collin Deans, sophomore Rian Fowler and
sophomore Sean Prudhoe finished with a
time of 1:46:33. Larson and Fowler also
took first in the 200 yard IM and 50 yard
freestyle respectively.
The Warrior boys’ team raced into
second place in the 100 yard butterfly,
100 yard freestyle, 500 yard freestyle and

the 200 yard relay, but ended the meet at a IM, 50 yard freestyle, 100 yard butterfly,
significant deficit.
500 yard freestyle and 100 yard breaststroke.
The
girls
Senior
Katie
shared a similar
Pandish
also
start as freshman
contributed
Janel Llewellyn,
with a first place
freshman
time of 2:12:57
Stephanie
in the 200 yard
Marcucci,
freestyle.
junior
Noel
Junior
Vellekamp and
Kristiana Brush,
senior Kendall
junior Danielle
Glaster
also
Dubee
and
placed first in
freshman Missy
the 200 yard
VanSeggen dove
medley
relay Junior Noel Vellekamp swims to a DV victory. into
second,
with a time Photo by Sam Famularo
third
and
of
2:00:80.
fourth
place
Unsurprisingly, those same swimmers respectively contributing to the Warrior
produced winning times in the 200 yard girls’ domination.

Lady Warriors Fall DV Pins Pittston
By Brooke Houseknecht

night.
The second quarter started
out 6-13, and all throughout
The Lady Warriors dressed the quarter the momentum
for the first home game of their went back and forth, making
season against Stroudsburg on spectators’ eyes dart from one
Dec. 12th. The hard work of the baseline to the other.
“We were frustrated at the
preseason showed in their skills
and techniques, but the Warriors half but we all got pumped up in
but fell short and ended with the the weight room and came out
strong,” said Senior Jenna Peters.
score of 31-45, Stroudsburg.
In the third and fourth
Stroudsburg came out
strong in the first quarter, quarters, both teams fought hard
to obtain possession.
starting
Stroudsburg
kept
the game
the lead throughout
off
0-5.
the
game,
but
Fighting
DV was always
b a c k ,
close behind. DV
Senior
experienced
their
Caitlin
second defeat of the
Hartey
season, holding their
scored
record of 0-2.
the first 2
“The girls have
points for
been working hard
De l a w a re
and we’re going to
Va l l e y.
continue to work
M a n y
hard to prove our
impressive The Lady Warriors prepare
abilities,” said head
plays stood
to grab a potential rebound. coach, Gina Lee,
out the first Photo by Sam Famularo
“We’re
looking
q u a r t e r,
forward to compete
such as a
turnover to gain possession back with the teams in our league and
by Junior Katie Murphy. Megan increase our number of wins.”
Braunagel also stood out with
the most rebounds for DV that
Sports Co-Editor

By Ashley Raniero

we’re at. We are a favorite to
win districts again this year; we
have a target on our backs,” said
The wrestling team came head coach Lou Delauro.
The team took on Pittston
out on top against their
at the district
district rival,
final match
Pittston,
last
year
defeating
and
won,
them
47earning the
20,
and
title District
advancing
Champions.
their record
The Warriors
to 3-0.
knew
that
T h e
this
year’s
m a t c h
match would
started with
be
very
a pin from
competitive
freshman
Jalen Palmer Senior Marc Wagner attempts as well, so
they worked
at
138 to finish his takedown.
hard
for
p o u n d s . Photo by Ashley Raniero
another
Soon after,
victory over
senior Marc
Wagner, 170 pounds and their rival.
Junior Lucas Markowitz
freshman Matt Wagner, 182
pounds, won by technical said, “It was a good win and we
fall. Junior Jack Fagan, 220 had a couple close matches, but
pounds, and senior CJ Palmer, we still have a lot of work to do
132 pounds, also pinned their for what we want to accomplish
opponents contributing to the this year. We are working hard
win. The Warriors had three to be the best wrestling team
our school has ever had and we
pins throughout the night.
“We held a steady pace encourage everyone to come
throughout the match. We support us this year.”
still have some improvements
to make, but I’m happy where
Staff Writer
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Spotlight
Athletes
In every issue, the Del.Aware
recognizes outstanding athletes
from various sports. For this issue,
the Spotlight Athletes are:

Janel Llewellyn, Freshman ,
Swimming - Janel placed first in
three of her four events and in her
Im she was clocked at 2:23.

Jalen Palmer, Sophomore ,
Wrestling - As an underclassman,
Palmer is a hard worker and a
leader. He took 1st at the Pleasant
Valley Invitational and he has a 7-0
record on the season.
Vanessa Cabral, Senior ,
Cheerleading - Vanessa is vital
to the competition cheerleading
routine because of her versatility.
She does flies, bases, backs and she
tumbles.
Katie Murphy, Junior ,
Girls’ Basketball - Katie has been
working hard in practice while
also motivating her teammates.
According to the coaches, when
she is asked to step up her level of
play, she does so enthusiastically.
In the Warriors victory over East
Stoudsburgh South, she tallied 20
points and 5 rebounds.
Connor Decker, Junior , Boys’
Basketball - According to Coach
Holtzer, Decker has come a long
way working on his post moves.
This season he is averaging 10
points and 7 rebounds a game.
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Brandon Angradi Joins 1000 Point Club
By Faith Torkildsen
Staff Writer

On Dec. 12, senior shooting guard Brandon
Angradi attained the most prestigious accomplishment
a basketball player can reach, 1,000 points.
Angradi scored 27 points in the game against
Stroudsburg, bringing in the victory for the Warriors.
His 1,000th point was scored from the charity stripe.
As a four year old, Angradi knew he wanted to play
basketball. Even as a youngster, he was involved in many
leagues and travel teams. His father encouraged his love
for basketball and inspired him.
“He always would rebound for me in the driveway
and still comes down to the gym to help me out,”
Angradi said.
Besides Angradi, only nine people scored 1,000
points at DV. Angradi knew this would be a hard task,
but did not think much about it until the end of last
year when he noticed how close he was. Getting to this
point took him a tremendous amount of work. He plays
all year around on different teams and works out in the
gym and weight room during the off season.
“I could not do it without my team,” Angradi stated.
It takes a lot of individual time and effort, but
without the team he knew it would be impossible. Both
his teammates and coaches have added to his success.
Head Coach Kris Holtzer has been coaching Angradi
since his 8th grade year and spends countless hours with

him in the gym.
games. That record won’t define him; he is moving on to
Coach Holtzer is a DV alumnus who also attained bigger, better things,” stated Coach Holtzer.
the 1,000 point accomplishment and holds the highest
The team as a whole has helped Angradi attain this
record of 1,474 points.
honor. Coach Holtzer
Before Angradi entered
sees great chemistry
his freshman year, Coach
amongst the guys and
Holtzer changed his shot.
knows the younger
He took the advice from
players look up to
his trusted coach, and it
Angradi as a role model.
clearly helped him get to
He sets great examples
the point he is at now.
and is a genuinely good
“I always tell the guys
person who comes from
there is no magic formula
a great family.
to the game. He puts in
“It’s the milestone
the work and he makes it
accomplishment for a
happen,” Coach Holtzer
basketball player at any
said.
level,” Athletic Director
He believes that to
Al Holtzer declared
be a successful athlete,
about the 1,000 point
it takes a lot of hard
feat.
work. Angradi has the Brandon Angradi scores his 1000th point with a foul
Angradi was happy
opportunity to become the shot against Stroudsburg.
to have had his entire
all-time leading scorer in Contributed Photo
family and close friends
Delaware Valley basketball
at his 1,000th point
game to celebrate with
history. Although this
independent milestone is impressive, Coach Holtzer still him.
Angradi said, “Even though I was nervous, it was
thinks the main goal of this season is for the team to
only 16 points, and I knew it would happen. It was just
excel.
“To me, if he breaks it, it means we win a lot of about when.”

Warriors Defeat Comets
By Faith Torkildsen
Staff Writer

After halftime, Crestwood
came out ready to fight, sinking
their first few shots, beginning to
close the gap. Warrior defense shut

During their home opener, the
Warriors dominated the
Crestwood Comets 5436.
The mood was set
for the game as the
Warriors hit net with
a three point shot by
junior Brent Fragola. The
energy on the court was
seen between both teams
going back and forth
making it a close game
in the first quarter and
ending with a Warrior
four point lead.
Brent Fragola drives down the court to
The Warriors played create a Warrior offensive push.
strong defensively in the File Photo
second quarter, allowing
the Comets to only
score seven points. In addition, them down within a few minutes,
DV scored 14 points in the same and their offense left the Comets
quarter, ending the half with a score struggling to catch up. Warriors held
the lead through the fourth quarter,
of 28-17.

winning the game by 18 points.
“I’m happy to win. Every
practice we have been preaching
defense and I thought we did well.
Offense comes easy to the boys but
defense is work,” said head coach,
Kris Holtzer.
The Warriors showed a solid
defense and offense throughout
the game. Senior Brandon Angradi
led the Warriors with 19 points
closely followed by Fragola with
11 points and junior Bryan Schor
with 10 points. The defense was led
again by Angradi and Fragola, each
contributing six defensive rebounds.
“It felt good to see our hard
work pay off, but we still have a
lot of work to do to be considered
a league contender this season,”
Junior Zach Stauffer said about the
team’s season opener.
The Warriors’ season just started
but the team is off to a positive start,
looking forward to the competitive
season ahead.

Upcoming Games
Boys’ Basketball

7:30 p.m., Dec. 27 & Dec. 28
Varsity Rotary Tournament
7:15 p.m., Jan. 3
Varsity vs. North Pocono

Girls’ Basketball

6:00 p.m., Dec. 27 & Dec. 28
Varsity Rotary Tournament

Wrestling

TBA Dec. 28 & Dec. 29
Varsity Bethlehem Holiday Wrestling Classic
6:45 p.m., Jan. 4
Varsity vs. Honesdale High School

Swimming

4:30 p.m., Jan. 3
Varsity vs. Elk Lake Jr/Sr High School

Cheerleading

9:00 a.m., Jan. 7
Competition at Hopatcong High School

