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Student & Staff Volunteers Honor Local Veterans
BY MORGANNE MALLON
Circulation Co-Manager

The Jr. Historians came together on Nov. 10 to honor
the local heroes in the community with Delaware
Valley’s 7th annual Veterans Day Dinner.
Countless volunteers, including over 30
members of Jr. Historians, the Intermediate
Foods and Gourmet Foods classes, DV
alumni and teachers worked together for
weeks to give the veterans and their families
a night filled with food, entertainment
and countless displays of appreciation
for the service people in the country and
community.
Set up began directly after school when
volunteers decorated the 11/12 cafeteria while
Ms. Beth DeSantis led the charge to prepare a
meal of salad, rolls, chicken parmesan and pasta
for dinner.
As the guests arrived, they were treated
to appetizers and music by Mr. Lance Rauh’s
jazz band, which played throughout the night,

accompanied by various student singers and
dancers.
The night officially began with senior
Aoife Dowd and junior Audrey Djiya
performing “Grand Old Flag” and “The
Star Spangled Banner,” after which the
Jr. Historians began to help serve food,
clean tables and bond with the guests.
While the guests enjoyed dinner,
they were treated to entertainment
prepared by Mr. Thomas Burns, which
included showcases of music from the
40s to the 80s as well as the Beatles,
and holiday and patriotic tunes.
Memorable performances included
“Mambo Italiano”
sung by Dowd
Senior
while
seniors
Josh Smith
Anthony
Reyes
entertains guests
and
Natalia
with fellow jazz
Marroquin-Vega
band members.
danced the tango,
Photo by Morganne
“Proud
Mary”
Mallon

Warrior Nation Shows Pride

Ron Collins. Mr. Collins discussed the importance of
all aspects of Delaware Valley- sports, academics and all
around citizenship- and especially
emphasized the importance of
Warrior pride flooded
the football team defeating the
the high school gym when
Wallenpaupack Buckhorns the
students of all grades
following day.
attended the first annual pep
Mr. Collins declared open
rally. Organized by Student
season on the Buckhorns when
Council, the pep rally was
he donned a highlighter orange
held to revive school spirit
hunting cap.
and to instill a sense of pride
The excitement led into
in the Warrior Nation.
presentations by all sports teams.
Classes were assigned
The volleyball team performed
to wear individual school
a flash mob-style dance for the
colors: freshman wore grey, Warriors crowd the stands for the
crowd, cheerleaders hyped up the
sophomores red, juniors pep rally in the high school gym.
crowd throughout the rally and
white and seniors black. In a Photo by Lauren Grady
the pep band added energy to the
competition to find the “most
overall event.
spirited class,” the seniors
A dance battle put on by the class officers and a
took the title and won a megaphone representing their
performance of the “DVHS” put to the tune of the
victory.
Host of the rally, Mr. Nicholas Quaglia started the “YMCA” rounded out the festivities.
“It got students involved with sports and cheering
ceremonies off with a bang by announcing Principal
the teams on,” commented
SENIORS CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN: Page 5
freshman Steven Hosch.

LAUREN GRADY
Editor in Chief

during which Djiya dressed as Tina Turner and Reyes led
“Ikettes” in a dance he choreographed, and “Don’t Let
the Sun Go Down On Me” sung by Mr. Marc Valentine
accompanied by senior Josh Smith on piano.
“My favorite part of the night was being Tina Turner
because I got to transform into someone I wasn’t,” said
Djiya. “No one was expecting it.”
In between performances, speeches were given by
Congresswoman Rosemary Brown as well as juniors
Allison Decker and Megan Thomas on behalf of the
Future Business Leaders of America, and the poem “In
Flanders Fields” by John McCrae was read by a guest.
By the time all of the performers finished singing
“God Bless the USA” to cap off the night, the veterans
felt the extreme gratitude that DV has for the local
heroes as the students and staff thanked their guests and
encouraged them to return next year.
The volunteers for the evening would also like to
thank Mr. Burns for being the main orchestrator of
the event. Djiya said, “He’s a humble guy, so he stayed
behind the scenes the whole night but none of this would
have been possible without him.”

DV Exceeds
National Average

In what is being called one
of the most competitive
college-bound generations,
the pursuit of higher SAT
scores is becoming more
and more prevalent. Yet in
reports of the 2009 SAT
scores the majority of high
schools in Northeastern
PA have fallen short in
national averages. The
six [of 37] passing school
Source: collegeboard
districts included Delaware
Valley with a 3 part
combined score of 1515; this was 30 points above the
national average. Along with the outstanding scores
DV had exceptional participation percentage with
70 percent compared to the national average of 47
percent.
Caption by Aoife Dowd
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Spirit Cheer Squad Spreads School Spirit
By Katelyn Anderson
News Co-Editor

Every year the varsity girls’ cheerleading team spends
countless hours practicing and preparing for various
local, regional and national competitions that the team
competes at. This year though the girls are giving their
audiences something new to cheer about.
The cheerleaders, led by varsity cheerleading coach
Jen Simonsen, have put together a program called Spirit
Cheer. Spirit Cheer is a program that gives athletes with
special needs an opportunity to learn about and take part
in all aspects of cheerleading.
The Spirit Cheer team consists of four boys and four
girls: Mitchell Blaut, Ashley Collman, Amanda DeGroat,
Sabrina Garcia, Brittany Maisco, Anthony Polisky,
Steven Polisky and Kevin Thompson. They practice
approximately once a week with the varsity cheerleaders,
learning how to cheer, jump, stunt and tumble.
“[The varsity girls] have been such wonderful
teachers, role models and friends to our athletes with
special needs,” said coach Simonsen.
After a few weeks of preparation, the Spirit Cheer

Members of the Cheerleading squad help the
special needs athletes in their stunt groups.
Photo by Katelyn Anderson

team performed for the first time at the first annual
Delaware Valley Pep Rally on Thursday, Nov. 3. They
led the crowd with their chants and handed out Warrior
Pride bracelets to increase school spirit.
“[The Spirit Cheer team] did an excellent job
promoting school spirit at the pep rally, and I think it
was a great opportunity for them to experience what DV
pride is all about,” said senior varsity cheerleader Lisa

Gatto.
The pep rally was only the beginning for the Spirit
Cheer cheerleaders. Coach Simonsen plans for them
to cheer at the boys’ basketball game on Dec. 21 and
compete at the Tri-State Cheerleading Challenge,
held at DV as well as the Minisink Warriors’ Ultimate
Cheerleading Competition on Jan. 28. She also hopes for
the team to cheer at the Special Olympics which is held
at the football stadium in the spring.
Coach Simonsen spends much of her time and effort
helping the team prepare for their performances. She
claims the idea first came to her when she saw a team
consisting of athletes with special needs at Nationals and
decided that it would be a great program to start at DV.
Simonsen is known by many as one who goes out of
her way to contribute to or initiate organizations in order
to help others.
Cheryl Vogt, a board member of a local youth
cheerleading program known as Warrior Extreme Cheer
said,“[Simonsen] doesn’t do things in order to benefit
herself; she helps out of the kindness of her heart. She is
always willing to lend a helping hand.”

Inquiring Photographer

over the past year, what have you been most thankful for?

By katelyn Anderson News Co-Editor

“My friends and family.”
First Lastname
Class of 2013

“Having loving friends
and family.”
Dana Hunt
Class of 2014

“The opportunities I have
been able to experience.”
Hunter Newman
Class of 2012

“My health.”
James Davis
Class of 2015

“A loving relationship with
my family and friends.”
Pat Simeon
Class of 2012

“My family.”
Tome Stojanovski
Class of 2013

FBLA Hosts Tournament

On Nov. 9, the Future Business Leaders of America club hosted the first
dodge ball tournament in DV history. Consisting of both staff and students,
the teams contested fiercely. Encouraged by the crowd’s roars of approval,
players let out aggressive cries while others, like Mr. Stephen Rhule of the
R-Pod Teachers team, trampled one another in struggle for the dodge balls.
Of the 13 teams, three contained staff members: the Brawl’n Babes, the
R-Pod Teachers and the Angry Hippies, which had only one staff member,
Mr. Jayson Pope. The Average Joes emerged victorious with each member
walking off with a $5 Wal-Mart gift certificate and candy while the Goon
Squad placed 2nd and the Angry Hippies placed 3rd.
In addition to boosting school spirit, the match helped FBLA raise a total of
$340. FBLA adviser Ms. Audrey Josephite said that the event was a “great
turnout” and that the club is considering hosting another tournament this
year.
Photo and caption by Sabiha Bary
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A Day in
The Life of...
Mr. Evan Bates

MMA Fighter/English Teacher

BY DAN FAVARO

Science & Technology Co-Editor
Aside from being a 10th, 11th
and 12th grade English teacher, Mr.
Evan “Coach” Bates has a hobby many
don’t know about: fighting. Mr. Bates
is an accomplished amateur, soon to
be professional, Mixed Martial Arts
(MMA) Fighter.
Mr. Bates last fought Bruce Baker
ending in a unanimous decision
victory, improving his amateur record
to 5-2.
Fighting takes a lot of time and
dedication, and with Bates’ growing
family it can be difficult to balance
training, schoolwork, his children and
wife. His family is his priority, and
that isn’t changing for anything.
“It [fighting] is not my priority.
Every day is a challenge to keep my
priorities where they need to be. I
need to balance training and life,” Mr.
Bates said.
Mr. Bates’ daily routine begins
with teaching English classes until
2:38 p.m. Mr. Bates then teaches
a children’s MMA class which his
children Ty and Jazmyne participate
in; this is part of their “daddy time”
for the day. “Daddy time” then pauses
for a hard training session from 6 to
8 p.m., when he works on cardio,
technique and practices live fighting
with his training partners. “Daddy
time” then continues with games,
cards and stories until his childrens’
bed time. He ends his day relaxing
with his wife until bed at around 11
p.m.
Mr. Bates’ next fight on Nov. 25
is his professional debut. He wants
to start his professional career on a
high note with an early stoppage: a
knock-out or submission. With the
support of his wife, his biggest fan,
and his training partners, Mr. Bates is
confident that he will be victorious.
“I’m representing a lot: our gym,
the art of fighting, my family. I do the
best I can do to represent them well,”
Mr. Bates said.

Lady Warriors Host First Annual 5K
BY ASHLEY RANIERO

overall male and female walker.
Paul Leonard from Scranton, winner
Staff Writer
of the first Steamtown Marathon in
On Nov. 5, the girls’ basketball team 1996, attended the run, where he came in
held the first annual 5K Fall Foliage Run first overall with a time of 18:56. Shane
at Camp Speers Eljabar. Attendants were McCrory, a junior at Delaware Valley
able to enjoy their run or walk past the followed Leonard for second place with
Nichecronk Lake to appreciate the beauty a time of 20:54. Junior Allison Decker
was the overall female
of
Pike
runner with a time of
County.
24:08.
A
The
basketball
total of 65
team held this as a
participants
fundraiser for their Junior Wyatt Karch, Senior Evan Wagner
attended with
upcoming
season. and Junior Shane McCrory were the top
age categories
Around $1000 was three male runners in the 15-19 age
r a n g i n g
raised on the day of
from 14 and
group.
the event.
younger to
contributed.”
Senior
Caitlin
50 and older.
To aid their fundraising for the
Hartey said, “It was a
Prizes were
really fun experience for upcoming season, the team also held
awarded
me and for my team. It a basket raffle full of different items of
immediately
following the Runners prepare for the race by looking turned out to be a pretty Warrior clothing. Winners were junior
successful
fundraiser, Brent Fragola and senior Evan Wagner.
race for the at the layout of the course.
“There were many activities for all ages
especially for having to
top
overall Contributed photos
change weekends due to to participate in and the basket raffle was a
male
and
female runner, top three runners in each weather conditions. But overall, it was a lot success also. I can’t wait to do it again next
category for male and female and the top of fun for the team and for everyone who year,” Emily Peters added.

How Aware Are
You?
Guest Speaker Visits
Foods Classes
On Oct. 5, 6 and 7, Mrs. Tricia Woerner, a Senior Culinary
Specialist, attended the Foods classes of Mrs. Lisa
Studsrud, Mrs. Lynn Cavagnino, Mrs. Donna Stuchlack
and Miss Beth DeSantis as a guest speaker. Woerner
informed the students about courses of study available
at The International Culinary Schools at the Art Institute
and demonstrated how to make Chinese Noodle
Salad. While she focused on the food aspect of the
presentation, she tailored her discussion to the speciﬁc
interests of the students in each class with topics
ranging from interior design to retail management.
Contributed photo / Caption by Katelyn Anderson

Photo by Dan Favaro

Can you spot where this photo was taken? The ﬁrst
student to e-mail the.del.aware@gmail.com with the
correct answer will win an exclusive prize.
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PAC Students Debate Diplomacy

Liberal View

War devastates. War destroys. It rips apart families, friends,
minds, homes, and the land. The horrors of war do not disappear
when the fighting stops—the scars linger with haunting
permanence. Certain threats, such as that of Nazi Germany during
World War II, absolutely require military intervention. There are
times when we must call on the men and women of the armed
forces and ask them to risk their lives for the sake and safety of
others.
But what happens when we ask our troops to fight in a
war that cannot be justified? How do you tell a twenty-year
old who is suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder that
there are no weapons of mass destruction? What do you say to
Agent Orange victims? How do you cope with knowing your
child died in a war that is historically considered a mistake?
When dealing with wars like Vietnam, Korea and Iraq, it hurts to
imagine how many lives could have been spared had our countries
first tried to use diplomatic negotiations.
Diplomacy is not a group of people sitting around a table
talking nicely. Diplomacy is an aggressive act dedicated to
preventing needless conflict. It is a method used to stop countries
from hastily entering a war that, in hindsight, could have been
avoided.
It’s easy to support a war when you look outside your window
and see no evidence of the carnage. It’s easy to play a video game
where gunshots and bombs lead to your electronic character’s
instant rebirth. It’s easy to say that we can’t afford to be diplomatic
when so many of us have not been exposed to the true cost of war.
But the truth of the matter is war is not a game—it is the harshest
reality of mankind. It’s true that absolute peace is seemingly
impossible; however, if diplomacy could save one wife the pain of
becoming a widow or one parent the horror of burying a child, isn’t
it worth the effort?

MRS. LESLIE LORDI
Adviser

The Del.Aware is an administrative
reviewed publication of the
journalism classes
of
Delaware Valley High School
252 Route 6 & 209
Milford, PA
18337
(570) 296-1850
The Del.Aware will print acceptable
letters written by current students
which may be edited or condensed for
reasons of libel, good taste, grammar
and punctuation.

While diplomacy is useful, and the natural first step in foreign
relations, we as the US should resort to overwhelming force when
dealing with terrorists and other enemies, and realize that diplomacy
with these people will not work.
First, the idea that terrorists want peace is false: 9/11 highlights
that, and trying to make peace with terrorists and extremists has
always failed (Lebanon in the 1980s). But, we have also mismanaged
the War on Terror like Vietnam: don’t use infantry, let the Air Force
and Navy bombard the place, and have Special Forces
clean up. Civilians? Provide them with refugee camps,
like the Philippines in the 1890s. To solve this and our
other problems, we need to use the tools we have, and
play hardball. We have the CIA to handle targets, Special
Forces to do what infantry can’t, and the Air Force and
Navy to obliterate our enemies without losing American lives. We
face many threats: Putin in the Russian mob state, China’s cyberterrorism, Iranian nukes and Pakistani terrorists. So why not tell
Putin to stop meddling in the East or face consequences, tell China
to stop troublemaking or we ignore the debt, and give Israel the
freedom to handle some problems in the Middle East? Israel can do
(and has done) more in days than we could in years. If we let them,
they’ll handle it.
Paying Pakistan to harbor terrorists? Let’s cut their aid, and all
the others’ too; throw those extra billions at the debt. In short, we as
the US should take lip from no one, greet threats with action, and
protect ourselves however necessary. To prevent an attack, we have
to stop the men behind it, and that involves mopping up. We are
fortunate enough to have soldiers, pilots, sailors, and others willing
to do this to protect us and our freedom. That’s what this all boils
down to: we don’t strike because we are imperialists; rather, we do it
to protect and defend our country and our freedom, both here and
around the globe.

VS.

MARYGRACE KENNEDY
Class of 2012

BROOKE HOUSEKNECHT
DOM MONTEMARANO
Sports Co-Editors

Conservative View

Congratulations to the October
students/athletes of the month:
Students of the month:
9th - Tyler (Lance) Williams
10th - Hannah Thompson
11th - Luke Riexinger
12th - Frances Ryder
Achievement: Jarrid Muzer
Vo-Tech: Rachel Carpenter
Ahtletes: Wyatt Karch, Grace Farrell

TYLER MASKER

Class of 2013

BLACK & WHITE
PRE-PARTY

-Tuesday, Dec. 6 from 3-6 p.m.
-Cost is $3 and an unwrapped toy for TOYS
for TOTS
-Sign up during lunch
-Activities include:
-Family game night
-Kinect Tournament
-Karaoke
-Ping Pong Tournament
-Cheer on winter sports at 6 p.m.
Front Page Occupy Update Photo Source: Veterans Today
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Seniors Dress to Impress
By Sam Famularo
School News Editor

With the seasons changing,
seniors gain excitement for one of
their favorite times of the years,
Halloween.
On Oct. 31 seniors dressed up
in celebration of this holiday. The
costumes ranged from old school
cartoon character Popeye all the
way to this year’s hottest pop stars
like Justin Bieber. Some students
even went as far as making their
entire costumes, such as Jennifer
Siggia who designed and painted her
entire Optimus Prime Transformer
costume.
Students began the morning by
going to the auditorium to gather
on the stage to pose for pictures
and have the opportunity to see
their other classmate’s costumes. This
year’s Halloween was one the senior
class will never forget.

Photos compiled by Dan Favaro, AudreyRenee Creegan and Kristin Carofano

Inductees Sworn In
PSF Performs “Romeo & Juliet” NHS
On Nov. 2, 98 junior and senior students were inducted into Delaware

“Romeo and Juliet”, is one of the most well known Shakespearean plays
to students all across the world. This year not only did the advanced
freshmen and all sophomore students get to read the play but also
they got to see it with their own eyes. The University of De Sales art
department is the organizer of the Pennsylvania Shakespearean Festival.
The PSF group is complied of actors and actresses in between the ages
of 20 to 28. Each actor has a different background some from PA others
from New York and even a few from California. Not only do the actors
love to get in front of the audience but also, they love the Shakespearean
language. Since high school most of the actors felt a strong connection
with not only the arts but Shakespeare and his plays. “Shakespeare
gives us a map, and I feel it is our job to decode the map and make it into
a puzzle,” concluded the actor who played Lord Montague.

Valley’s branch of the National Honor Society. The ornate ceremony,
which was held in a candle-lit auditorium to an audience of parents
and loved ones, featured speeches from Principal Mr. Ron Collins, Vice
Principal Mr. Chris Ross and Superintendent Dr. Candis Finan. Executive
members Yubin Choi, Deanna Venello, Jake Kovarsky, Jenny Forgit and
Alyssa Loveall made additional comments on the four principles of the
National Honor Society: scholarship, service, leadership and character.
The junior and senior inductees were then sworn in by Choi. “Everything
went very smoothly,” she said. “The speeches by the faculty were
excellent and the decoration was spot-on.” Following the swearing in,
light refreshments were served for all members and their families in the
11/12 cafeteria. “In general, it was a great night,” Choi said.

Photo and caption by Sam Famularo

Photo and caption by Star Irizarry
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Have a Heart for Chris Sommers
By Sabiha Bary

caregiver, Dean Sommers. Upon leaving work, Dean
commutes to the hospital to be with his son. With the
News Co-Editor
medical bills piling, his family is struggling financially as
well as emotionally.
While most teenagers his age worry about
“We are a family on
passing their learner’s permit test, sophomore
the
edge everyday, not
Chris Sommers has a more life-threatening
knowing
day to day what
concern: when will he receive a heart?
will
happen
to Chris,” said
Recently diagnosed with Congestive Heart
Iris
Rose,
Dean
Sommers’
Failure (CHF), a condition in which the heart is
girlfriend
and
a
maternal
too weak to pump blood efficiently throughout
figure
to
Chris.
“[But]
we
the body, Chris is at Stage D Heart Failure, the
keep
a
very
positive
outlook
most crucial stage of CHF.
and we pray everyday that
Currently treated at the Cardiac Intensive
Chris will not have to
Care Unit of the Children’s Hospital of
endure too much before
Philadelphia, Chris has already braved a risky
receiving a heart.”
yet successful surgery. This surgery placed Chris
In particular, his
on a life support machine called the Ventricular
sister
Brianna Sommers,
Assist Device (VAD), which aids the heart in
Chris
recently
found
out
about
a
Dingman
Delaware
pumping blood.
his
condition
and
is
currently
Middle
School
student
Since then, Chris has endured intense pain.
devotes her nights
Once sustained by feeding tubes, he now relies awaiting a heart transplant.
Contributed
photo
to help with the “Have a
on a multitude of medications, experiencing
Heart for Chris Sommers”
nausea and anxiety. Fortunately, Chris has
fundraiser.
gained strength, both mentally and physically, pushing
Chris, both humorous and amusing, has dedicated
himself to finally be able to get out bed and sit in a chair.
every
ounce of his heart to love, kindness and passion.
Faithfully by Chris’ bedside is his father and primary
Close to his family,

ART Announces
Spotlight Author

The Writer’s
Project is a
collaborative
initiative
between the
American
Reader’s
Theatre
(ART) and
the Delaware
Valley School
District. Its
purpose
is to promote literacy through the arts with a focus on middle school
students. Each project looks at the life, work and culture of specific
authors such as Edgar Allen Poe and John Steinbeck. This year’s author
is William Shakespeare, and the project will be funded by the Dime and
Wayne Banks through Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax
Credit (ETC) grant program. The Director of ART, Jeffery Stocker, works
with district teachers and administrators to provide workshops and to
coordinate the projects’ activity. This year there will be a performance
night featuring students and professionals from areas of the arts.
Photo and caption by Anthony Reyes

Chris has adopted Rose’s autistic son, Johnny, as his own
brother.
“He helps his brother with everything and loves to
teach him new things,” exclaimed Rose. “Chris absolutely
adores Johnny.”
In the future, Chris strives to become a doctor and
help those in need.
But for now, Chris anticipates only the arrival of a
heart. His condition is most urgent; his status is 1A, a
high position on the heart donors’ list given only to the
most critical patients.
But with the countless prayers and donations, there
is hope.
The Health Occupations Students of America
(HOSA) classes have raised approximately $3,000 for
Chris. Over the past few weeks, students have placed
collection cans in homerooms, held bake sales and sold
bracelets. They plan to sell T-shirts to continue their
fundraising efforts.
Sophomore HOSA student Corey Gregorie even
devotes his weekends to collecting money at Ray-nCharles in Dingmans Ferry.
Donations can be made to Dean Sommers, 100
Michele Court, Dingmans Ferry PA 18328, on the web
at www.heart4chris.com, or to the “Have a Heart for
Christopher Sommers” account at the Wells Fargo Bank
on Route 739.

DVHS Hosts FBLA
Leadership Conference
On Nov. 1, the high school hosted
the Future Business Leaders
of America (FBLA) Region 22
Regional Leadership Workshop.
Nine different schools from the area
came together to attend a variety
of different workshops for the FBLA
state project.
These workshops were put together
as a way for students to find jobs
and choose future career paths.
This was the FBLA project for the
American Heart Association.
FBLA adviser Mrs. Maura Angle
Miss Audrey Josephite organized
the event. This was the second
time that the event was hosted by
Delaware Valley.
The event also included activities
such as the introduction of the
guests, a speech given by Principal
Ron Collins and a gift card auction.

Photo by Anthony Reyes / Caption by Audrey-Renee Creegan
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Occupy Movement Goes Global
GDP
Doubles
By Aoife Dowd
Managing Editor

By Lauren Grady
Editor in Chief

In late October, the nation’s
Gross Domestic Product returned
to where it was in the second
quarter of 2008, immediately
before the economy took its most
destructive turn.
The United States Commerce
Department said that the nation’s
GDP rose 2.5 percent in the third
quarter, almost doubling the 1.3
percent it had risen in the previous
quarter. Even after the predictions
of a worsening depression by
economists months ago, the
economy is showing positive signs.
The growth was shown from
Corporate America; small business
spending went up 17 percent while
consumer spending also went up,
creating short-term success but a
lack of savings.
Some are pessimistic about
the growth because it is shortterm. Paul Ashworth, chief U.S.
economist at Capital Economics,
said that the growth would soon
fade. Fellow economists share these
views, views defended by the lack of
growth in American jobs.
A total of 103,000 jobs were
created in September. John Bowler,
director of country risk service
with the Economist Intelligence
Unit, said it’s “a mildly encouraging
sign.” He also said that in order to
decrease the unemployment rate,
at least 150,000 jobs need to be
created a month.
Bowler
predicts
little
improvement in the job market,
even with the doubling of the
GDP. More than 250,000 private
jobs were created from Feb. to
April but from May to Sept. only
72,000 were created. With so many
factors determining the success of
the economy, especially in the job
market, economists are finding
it difficult to defend their everchanging predictions.

Zuccotti Park, the unlikely center of a
global movement, has been bustling with
protesters for almost two months.
As the movement nears its 60
day anniversary the protest and
its worldwide following have
made it clear they will not be
going anywhere soon.
The protest initiated by
the Canadian group Adbusters
has been ongoing since Sept.
17, when the demonstrators
gathered to support the 99
percent. The protests moral
roots are found in the protesters
initial resistance of the 1% of
Americans who hold the power
and money of the country,
hence the 99 percent.
The demonstration soon
escalated to a full scale movement
popping up worldwide, as 82 countries
joined. Across the continental United
States notable offshoots have included
Occupy Oakland which experienced
extreme violence and police crackdowns in

mid-October.
The protesters have been given the
right to stay in the stay in the park as it is
private property. The same peace was not as
observed though, as the protestors made a

The nearly 7,000 “occupiers” who have
made their homes in the park are living in
conditions that, while subpar, are rather
regulated. The protesters themselves have
set up medical stations (while unable to
give out anymore than basic ibuprofen and
care), safe zones for women and haphazard
press stands that allow technology to be
shielded from the rain and weather.
Following the early snow in late
October the demonstrators have expressed
their concerns with the coming cold. In
response, they have ordered special military
grade tents to shield from the cold and,
despite the large cost; generous donations
given to the cause are helping to finance the
necessary $25,000.
As winter sets, in the locations may
change as Occupy organizer David
DeGraw told the thousands of Los Angeles
“occupiers” in early November.
“L.A. is going to blow up over the next
Source: minutest
few months... The winter is brutal. People
in New York are talking about coming out
violent attempt to move to Times Square.
here. We’re going to keep pushing, but it’s
“People have a right to protest, and definitely going to slow [occupiers] down.
if they want to protest, we’ll be happy to You are all going to have to step up. It’s your
make sure they have locations to do it,” said turn to lead the leaderless,” said DeGraw.
Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

Royal Succession Finds Equality
By Audrey-Renee Creegan
Circulation Co-Manager

Recently, a 300-year old royal tradition
was broken. Thanks to the reformed Act of
Succession, it doesn’t matter whether the
first born child of the British Royal family
is a male or female. The first child born
to Royal parents will be first in the line of
succession, regardless of the gender.
Due largely in part to the enormous
popularity of Prince William and his wife,
Kate Middleton the Duchess of Cambridge,
there has been a push to update the laws to
ensure that the couple’s firstborn will be the
heir to the throne.
Under the old succession laws, the heir
to the throne is the first-born son of the
monarch. Only when there are no sons, as
in the case of the Queen’s father George VI,
does the crown pass to the eldest daughter.
The heads of all 16 Commonwealth
countries still under the Queen must agree
unanimously to any changes to the Act
of Settlement in order to ensure that all
members recognize the same monarch. On
Oct. 28 they did just that, agreeing to the

proposed changes.
Sons and daughters of any future
UK monarch will have equal right to the
throne, since Commonwealth leaders
agreed to change succession laws. The new

The changes will have no immediate
impact on the existing line of succession.
The current heir to the throne, Prince
Charles, will retain that position. The
second in line to the throne is his firstborn
child, Prince William. This new
rule of succession will come into
play with William’s children.
Because of the change in the
succession rules, their first child,
if a girl, would enter the line of
succession as a future queen, rather
than being automatically put
behind a younger brother which
would have occurred under the
rules that are now abandoned.
The leaders also agreed to
remove the rule that banned the
King or Queen from marrying a
Catholic.
Canadian Prime Minister
Source: mizozo Stephen Harper called the updates
“obvious modernizations” that are
amendment still doesn’t change the fact that long overdue. Harper is one of the leaders
being born into the Royal family grants a of the 13 Commonwealth nations.
degree of privilege that will likely continue
for the rest of one’s life.
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Troops To
Return From
Iraq
By Ashley Raniero
Staff Writer

President Barack Obama
announced on Oct. 21 the end of
the war in Iraq. All U.S. forces will
be withdrawn by the end of the year
from one of the longest and most
disruptive military conflicts in
American history, according to Ben
Feller of the Associated Press.
“Today I can say that our troops
in Iraq will definitely be home
for the holidays,” said President
Obama.
In recent months there was
discussion with Iraqi leaders about
leaving several thousand American
troops in Iraq to continue training
Iraqi security forces. Iraqi leaders
refused to give U.S. troops
immunity from prosecution in
Iraqi courts so Americans refused
to stay without that guarantee.
With that, President Obama
decided to pull the whole force
and over the next two months
some 40,000 U.S. servicemen and
women will “pack up their gear and
board home.”
Withdrawing troops from
Iraq has allowed the U.S. to focus
on Afghanistan and defeating AlQaeda, including the killing of
terrorist master mind Osama bin
Laden in May.
Military member and Delaware
Valley alumna, Specialist (S.P.C.)
Stephanie Spencer thinks that this
decision is very beneficial.
“As a member of the military
I agree with President Obama’s
decision to bring the troops home.
I feel it will be good for our country
and for our military,” she said.
The withdrawal of these
American troops marks a milestone
in the war that started nearly nine
years ago and has resulted in the
removal of Saddam Hussein from
power in Iraq.
“After nearly nine years,
America’s war in Iraq will be over,”
said President Obama.

World News
The Del.Aware - November 21, 2011

Obama Addresses Student Loans
By Evan Beck

World News Co-Editor
With the dramatic increase in student
loans it was only a matter of time before
someone presented a solution to the issue.
On Oct. 25, President Barack Obama
addressed the growth in student loans,
which is predicted to reach a cumulative $1
trillion before the year’s end.
“In a global economy, putting a college
education within reach for every American
has never been more important,” President
Obama said. “But it’s also never been more
expensive.”
Many students graduating from
college have to worry about the loans
they will have to pay off in the following
years, in addition to entering into one of
the toughest job markets in recent history.
Graduating seniors can get out of college
owing an average $25,000, and even more
money in many cases.
“Over the past three decades, the cost
of college has nearly tripled,” said President

Obama. “Living with that kind of debt
But President Obama’s plan isn’t
means making some pretty tough choices all bad news; a student’s balance will be
when you’re first starting out.”
waived after 20 years instead of 25, and the
But don’t
payment cap will be lowered
get
excited
from 15 percent to 10 percent
about
the
of his or her discretionary
assistance quite
income, if he or she qualifies for
yet, as welcome
the income-based repayment
as the change
program. Although this change
is, not everyone
seems small, it can amount for
is
eligible
much more within five years.
for President
In an attempt to relate with
O b a m a ’s
college students and post-grads,
student
loan
President Obama recognized
plan.
Many
the difficulties of paying off
students
will
such tremendous debt.
still be left
“I know you’re hearing
Source: ReedemedWorld stories from friends and
without
the
much needed
classmates and siblings who
help; these highly anticipated changes are struggling to find work, and you’re
won’t apply to private student loans.
wondering what’s in store for your future.
Private student loans are generally more And I know that can be scary,” President
difficult to pay off due to the less favorable Obama said. “This is something Michelle
lending rates and the high interest rates; and I know about firsthand. I’ve been in
both of which amount to a much larger your shoes.”
debt for the student fresh out of college.

Exxon Mobil Profits Soar Skyward
By Ronnie Ryder
World News Editor

Exxon Mobil reported quarterly
earnings of $10.3 billion on Oct. 27, a surge
of 41 percent from a year earlier due
to higher prices for oil and natural
gas.
Profit at the oil company
soared compared to the same time
one year ago, at $7.4 billion. Pershare income climbed to $2.13 pershare from $1.44 in the prior year,
according to CNN.
While at the same time,
revenue rose to $125.3 billion
from $95.3 billion in the year-ago
quarter, Exxon Mobil said.
Oil industry competitors also
saw stock gains. Chevron Corp rose
2 percent, while BP PLC rose less
than 1 percent. Royal Dutch Shell
rose less than 1 percent and Total
SA jumped 4 percent, all significant
gains in today’s economy.
Exxon’s strong performance was still
well below its profit of $14.83 billion in the
third quarter of 2008, a corporate record for
quarterly profits shows.
Today, Exxon’s profits are on track to do
even better in the fourth quarter, since oil

prices have increased more than 13 percent
over the last month.
Oil prices have been volatile, dropping
precipitously during the summer, but
over the last year, prices have managed

quarter earnings on Friday, expecting to
announce revenues of nearly $70 billion, an
increase of 40 percent from a year ago, and
net income of $6.7 billion.
Now, Western oil companies are eager
to jump back into Libya, but
without strong oil laws there
they are hesitant to invest
the billions of dollars needed
to boost production. Before
the fighting broke out, the
country produced about 1.6
million barrels of oil per day.
Of that, the Libyan National
Oil Company controlled
about 1.1 million.
As Libya’s oil production
gets back on track, the new
government has kept the
terms and conditions from
the Quadaffi era law, for the
time being.
Source: CNN
No one is expecting a
large reduction, but some
an increase of 13 percent, largely because changes are to be expected.
of increases in October and September,
A debate is taking place within the
according to CNN.
National Oil Company over how much
Exxon was once the oil industry’s access should be given to the international
leading company, until it was overtaken by oil firms, according to Ross Cassidy, a
Shell last year.
Libyan oil analyst at the energy research
Chevron is scheduled to report third- firm Wood Mackenzie.
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In Style

Spray Tanning
BY ANTHONY REYES
Staff Writer

Source: airbrushtanningdallas

Winter is upon us and that means
we get to wear some cute sweaters and eat
whatever we want because we can cover
it up with some baggy pants; however,
there is not a lot of sun out, and when I
see someone walking around with a tan I
think they either went to Disney or their
little sister got to them with an orange
sharpie.
Spray tans are great for the summer
months for that wonderful glow which
not many can achieve by laying in the
sun. But when it starts getting cold, the
tans need to go as soon as possible. No
one wants to see a pumpkin walking
around, it’s frightening.
If you do decide to get one for
winter, get it professionally done. Do
not use the lotion. First, it is way too
orange for anyone except Snooki and
secondly, no one seems to be able to
apply it evenly. It might look good in
the dim lighting of your bathroom but I
can not stand seeing a gradient of orange
from the forehead to the
chin. If you do use the
bottle, wash your
hands, tan palms
are definitely
not attractive.
Orange
is also one of
those colors
that does not
go with really
anything but
blue and pink.
So if your wearing
a purple shirt and
you’re orange, you’ll stop
traffic.
There are better ways to get a glow
for the winter months.
Bronzer is one of the best solution—
but go easy on it, you want to look
natural not abnormal.
Also, if you use some warmer
blushes and eye shadows you will have a
more “natural” glow.
So all you sassy people get rid of the
spray tan; you might not realize this, but
we do not live on the Jersey Shore.
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Spotlight Artist: Lauren Jones

BY GIA RIZZO

graphics. This year, Lauren’s art can be
spotted outside of the 11/12 office where
she painted on the bulletin board.
She is very excited for her next project

who enjoys art. Her supportive mother
and grandmother are also very artistic
Entertainment Co-Editor
which is where she believes she may have
gained her artistic abilities. Lauren grew
Senior Lauren Jones is a dedicated art
up around the craftiness and
student who would like to attend the
creativity of her art classes in
Fashion Institute of Technology next
school.
fall for Fashion Merchandising with a
“I knew I was good at it, so I
minor in Jewelry Design.
decided to just go with it,” Lauren
Her dream is to be a fashion
said.
merchandiser and hopefully make
Lauren has taken nearly every
jewelry for a company or own her own
art class the high school offers.
jewelry company.
She took Art Around the World
Lauren’s specialty is Jewelry Design
in 9th grade, a class no longer
and 3D Design. Although she does
offered and Drawing 1 and 2 her
know how to draw, it isn’t something
sophomore year. Her junior year
that she enjoys. The easiest jewelry to
she took Jewelry Design, and she
make, she says, is earrings or pendants.
is taking it again this year, for no
To make these items, she typically uses
credit. She also took Painting
materials such as metal. She makes her
1 and 2. This year she is taking
jewelry by metal smiting or glass fusion. Lauren uses recycled material to create a
Graphic Arts 1 and 2, 3D Design
“I tried sewing, it just takes too lifesize mascara tube.
and AP Art History. She is also
long to make a garment,” Lauren said. Photo by Gia Rizzo
the president of the school’s Art
Last school year, Lauren made
a glass pendent for Scholastics, an art in 3D Design where she must make a Club and involved in the Graphic Arts
competition, and won a gold key which recycled garment. Lauren is thinking that club.
“All of my art teachers were a real
is the highest award. Her glass pendent she’d like to make a long gown out of
inspiration,” said Lauren.
was placed in the Marywood Gallery. newspaper.
She isn’t the only one in her family
She also won a Merit award for computer

Spotlight Writer: Anna Cutaia
BY EMILY MCKINNEY
Opinions Editor

Any student would agree, high school
is quite the balancing act. Between grades,
activities and volunteering it can all be a
bit overwhelming and students may be
unsure how to relieve the constant stress
that is always present. Junior Anna Cutaia
is able to handle all this while discovering
and embracing her emotions thanks to
writing.
“I’ve been writing since I was about
seven years old. Without it, I don’t think
I’d be able to understand my own mind so
much,” said Anna.
Anna has always housed a long time
love of writing. She doesn’t write for
others, however. Anna prefers to write in
order to understand and better herself as
well as to pass the time.
“I write primarily as a hobby, it’s just
what I really like to do. What inspires me
is my own personal feelings and being able
to understand them more,” said Anna.
The things that Anna enjoys to write
about are the more personal aspects of

her life. She enjoys writing about and
confronting the pain that she encounters
in her day to day life. She says that pain
is the easiest thing to write about for her.
“Pain is a deep and powerful feeling
that can evoke the most emotion,” said
Anna
This pain and emotion is what Anna
uses as the essence of her work. Although
she is very passionate about her work and
the art of writing, she doesn’t plan on
making a career out of it.
“I don’t think it’s lucrative enough
and I tend to write more personal works
than fiction,” Anna commented.
Although she doesn’t plan on making
a living off of her writing, Anna has
already had the accomplishment of having
her work published. Anna has had her
poem published in the book Stars in Our
Hearts, which is a book of poetry put
together by the World Poetry Movement.
While many teens today are still trying
to figure themselves out, Anna has been
able to understand and decode her feeling
and emotions by embracing her talents
and tapping into the world of writing.

Writer’s Sample:

He had windows for eyes.
Glassy, green-brown galaxy
irises.
And here I stood, on tip-toe.
Peering into these window eyes
Overlooking deep lavender
valleys
For the first time understanding
That all pain does cease.
I was once flickering in between
hope and hopelessness.
But with one hesitant leap into
these moss terracotta pools.
And I swear the world shifted
under my feet.
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Inquiring
Photographer:
“Do you feel like teenagers are more apathetic than they were when you were in
By Jim Herzog

high school?”

“It’s not a lack of motivation,
rather misplaced focus at
times.”-Ms. Gina Lee

“There are a lot more hard working
students here at DV than there were at
my high school.”- Mr. Jayson Pope

“I think they are definitely
more apathetic from when
I was in school.”
-Mrs. Donna Stuchlak

“Students are definitely less
“Students are much less apathetic now. “In my opinion, students are less serious about apathetic than my generatheir education. However, they give more
tion, especially the students
There are a lot more hard working
students here at DV than there were at thought to their lives now than when I was a at DV who are extremely
student. They are less on autopilot and more involved in their school
my high school.”-Mr. Brian Blaum
aware of their choices.”- Mrs. Christine Sweeney activities.”- Mr. Ron Collins

Delaware Valley Fights Apathy with Spirit
BY VALERIE LANNON
Staff Writer

Warrior Nation is back and stronger than ever.
For the first time, DV has been pushing for a stronger
sense of school spirit and a closer bond of the entire
school community.
“I’ve been at DV for about seven years and I
think in the past years, this year especially, that our
school spirit has increased a great deal…I think that
the school has responded really well to that,” said
Senior Class Adviser Mrs. Amanda Pope.
Principal Ron Collins’ overly enthusiastic
announcements aren’t the only effort that is being
made to increase school spirit; there are now Warrior
Fridays, distribution of DV spirit bands, spirit theme
days and pep rallies being introduced.
“We’re figuring out more effective ways to make
us feel like a more cohesive group and want to be
a part of this school and promote it…I think right

1876
The first telephone is developed.

now we’re trying a bunch of things and seeing what
works...It’s like testing things out, like science!”said
Mrs Pope.
DV is striving to instill as much school spirit
and pride as possible, though it is realized that this
change may not come easy.
“I don’t think we can change a mentality all at
once, but hopefully with the freshman class coming
into this school spirit they’ll just want more next
year, but it’s hard to change the existing attitudes of
students who were never really exposed to it,” added
Student Council Adviser Mrs. Raycharlyn Krasulski.
This new encouragement of school spirit doesn’t
solely apply to individual students, but reaches out to
every member of staff and each class as a whole.
“It’s great that we have support from our
administrator and teachers...we need that connection
between all of us. I’m very happy with how much
we’ve been allowed to change this year,” said Mrs.
Krasulski.

1950s

Fashion of the time
was formal. Telephone
“Teen Talk Lines”were
popular.

November 21, 2011
2011-

Voting Rights Empower Adolescents
BY FATIMA IBRAHIM

Arts & Literature Editor
The Vietnam War was a time when young men were being drafted into the
service while still being denied their rights to vote for a presidential candidate.
As a result, the 26th Amendment was created to lower the required voting age
to 18.
At the birth of this amendment, many politically-involved teens voiced
their opinions by taking the opportunity to vote. During the 1972 election,
roughly 50 percent of 18-year-olds cast ballots; today under 30 percent
participate. Teen voting has diminished since the early 1970s due to lack of
interest and uninformed young voters.
Many of these voters choose not to vote because they do not believe that
the issues and topics presented pertain to their specific needs. Some of the
voters blame it on the area in which they have newly inhabited. Others truly
believe that negative campaigns televised and dispersed through mass media
have hindered their perspective on a potential candidate. At 18, students are
beginning to identify themselves and transition into the real world. Many of
them are not concerned as to who their next president should be; they find it
to become more of an unnecessary task.

World News Co-Editor
In an “Age of Apathy” students
are thought to care less about their
education and their involvement
in their communities, but at the
Delaware Valley School District this
isn’t quite the case.
Sleep is an important ingredient
in the recipe for a successful student;
however, the amount of sleep a
student gets a night on average,
between about 5 hours and 8 hours,
does not necessarily dictate the
amount of involvement they have
within their school or community,
based on this survey. It also does
not have any correlation with the
amount of weighted courses a
student takes, or his or her overall
educational experience. Although
sleep is necessary, it does not
determine the academic status of a
student.
Upperclassmen
typically
take more weighted courses than
underclassmen. This conclusion
makes sense as the older you are

1970s

The fashion of model Twiggy would
launch a new style as teenagers
protested war and the voting age.
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“I didn’t vote this past election because of the negative campaigning the
candidates were engaged in,” Southern Illinois University of Edwardsville
student, Shannon Jackson said. “The local newscasts seemed to focus only on
the negative campaign ads. The candidates seem to take the attitude that with
enough negative bull-- they can lead the constituency around like sheep.”
Many of the young voters have felt a sense of negligence and don’t feel as
informed as they should be. The majority of the voting campaigns for teens are
portrayed through small commercial ads on MTV along with candidates who
may make an appearance from time to time.
Overall, teen voters have not made voting their number one priority. They
will almost always find something better to do or something more suitable
to their interests. They are blatantly satisfied with the way the government is
currently running and do not believe their ballots will make any difference in
the way the system is run today.

DV Breaks the Mold
BY EVAN BECK

The Del.Aware

the more courses you have available
to you. It’s also notable that those
students who take more weighted
courses are generally more grade
conscious, as there is more of a risk.
Students at Delaware Valley also
actively partake in activities after
school. More than 90 percent of
students who were polled participate
in an extra-curricular activity, most
of which are affiliated with the
school. However, more than half
of the students polled have given
less than ten hours of community
service over the past year. This
apathetic attitude toward the local
communities could be a result of
such dedication to extra-curricular
activities
and
improvement
education.
Although these results are
unexpected in comparison to the
student body as a whole across the
United States, Delaware Valley
proves this stereotype wrong. While
the nation may be falling into a
state of apathy, Delaware Valley
is exceeding on all accounts, with
plenty of room for improvement.

General attire,
specifically for school,
becomes lacks
including sweatpants
and pajama bottoms.

Community
Service

44%

Do Not take Weighted
Courses

38%

Only
have a job

55%

of those
work less than 10
hours a week.

71%

Sleep per Night

Participate in
extra-curriculars

2%

Only
take
more than 4 weighted
courses.
Graphs and data by Evan Beck and Brooke Houseknecht

Modern
Day
iPhones and Skype make communication of all forms instantaneous.

Communication Evolves to Apathy
BY DOM MONTEMARANO
Sports Co-Editor

Before the days of fancy smart
phones and ever expanding social media,
communication within society was much
different.
Instead of simply texting or tweeting
information, people were forced to interact
with others in order to be involved with
society.
Nowadays, with Internet sensations
such as Twitter and Facebook, people can
easily intermingle without certain barriers
that were seemingly insurmountable in the
past.
On Twitter, with just the need of an
Internet connection, people can share
information with others quickly and
efficiently.
“Twitter is not just a web site and not
microblogging, it is an entirely different
medium,” says journalist Paul Lewis. “The
way in which information travels on twitterthe shape of it- is different to anything that
we’ve previously known.”
Facebook, like Twitter, is very popular
amongst younger generations. According
to Consumer Reports, 7.5 million kids age
12 and younger are on Facebook as of May
2011.
Even with certain improvements in
communication, the expansion of social
media also can be viewed as something that

negatively impacts society.
“Social networking sites might tap
into the basic brain systems for delivering
pleasurable experience,” explains Susan
Greenfield, a Professor of Pharmacology
at the University of Oxford. “However,
these experiences are devoid of cohesive
narrative and long-term significance. As a
consequence, the mid-21st century mind
might almost be infantilized, characterized
by short attention spans, sensationalism,
inability to empathize and a shaky sense of
identity.”
According to Greenfield, the negative
features associated with social networking
greatly outweigh certain positive aspects.
Other than through social media web
sites, differences in communication have also
been made by the progress of cell phones.
Through cell phones, people can easily
communicate by either calling or texting,
which is prevalent amongst younger
generations.
Taking it one step further, smartphones,
such as Blackberrys, Droids and iPhones,
allow users to utilize the Internet on the go.
With these phones, people can be wherever
and not miss a social beat.
Communication, as a whole, has gone
through a major facelift throughout the
past decade and only time will tell whether
changes were made for the better or for the
worse.
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Spotlight Musician: Faith Parkhurst

BY LAUREN GRADY
Editor in Chief

Multi-talented senior musician Faith
Parkhurst has taken everything Delaware
Valley’s music program has had to offer
and has completely run with it.
As first chair of the flute section,
Faith takes on a whole other level of
responsibility within the band. She takes
this sense of leadership outside of the high
school while participating in festivals
and County Band, something she has
contributed to since 7th grade.
Not only is Faith a highly successful
flutist, but she also uses her talents to make
other instruments come to life. Along
with playing the flute, she spends her time
practicing the piccolo, the saxophone and
the guitar. If asked to choose though,
Faith said that the guitar and the flute are
her preferred instruments.
Faith’s only bad musical experience
is playing the violin. After beginning to
play the instrument in 3rd grade, she
felt uninspired to continue and stopped
playing in 8th grade. Her fondness for
music allowed her to continue with other
instruments that mold and shape her

everyday life.
she isn’t fond of her other duty as a band
“Music is something that gets me member: pep band.
through the day,” said Faith.
Band instructor Mr. Lance Rauh has
With that being
heavily influenced
true, Faith plans to
Faith.
continue her music
According to
after high school even
the flutist, “He tries
if just recreationally.
to teach you how to
In the fall she hopes to
use music to better
attend the University
yourself as a person.
of
Rochester
for
He creates such a
Education.
fun atmosphere in
Even with high
band.”
aspirations for life after
Along
with
DV, Faith said that she
Mr. Rauh, Faith’s
will miss band and the
mother influences
memories that have
her musically as
come from it.
well as some of
T
h
e
her favorite bands,
instrumentalist said,
including Sparks the
“Band is like family.
Rescue and There
Everyone there is so
for Tomorrow.
nice to each other.”
Whether it be
When the band Senior Faith Parkhurst is the ﬁrst concert music or
performs in their chair ﬂutist in DV’s Band.
music Faith listens
winter, spring and Photo by Lauren Grady
to on her iPod, the
benefit
concerts,
young
musician
Faith enjoys sharing her music with the plans on being musically involved for
audience, but she jokingly expressed that many years to come.

DV Students Compose Local Bands
BY MORGANNE MALLON
Circulation Co-Manager

In a school with a strong music
department and many talented members
of band, chorus and orchestra, it is not
often that students hear other types of
musicians being recognized. However,
Delaware Valley is also filled with many
other talented artists including the
members of the rock bands Asmara and
The Basement Astronaut.
Asmara, an alternative/hard rock
band, consists of junior Yessenia
Echeverri on vocals, sophomore Billy
Babcock on bass, and DV alumni
Carlos Echeverri on lead guitar, Michael
Trentacosta on drums and Joseph Rivera
on rhythm guitar. It was the Echeverri
siblings who formed the band in 2010.
Asmara performs numerous shows in
the New Jersey and New York area and
has a strong fan base in the Poughkeepsie,
N.Y. area. They also have played local
venues, including the Milford Music
Festival this past June, as well as the
Bamboozle Festival this past May in East

Rutherford, N.J.
The band practices about three times
a week and performs shows almost every
Saturday, something Yessenia says is hard
while also juggling school work.
“For us it’s all or nothing,” she said.
“We have all agreed that we’re going to

junior Jared Feldman who plays guitar
and does back-up vocals, sophomore
Lucas Driscoll who plays drums and
Otisville, N.Y. native Marcello Ramirez
who plays bass. According to Jared, the
band plays a mixture of post-hardcore
and rock influenced music.
The Basement Astronaut
formed after Jared and Marcello
met at “Open Mic Night” at the
Waterwheel Café over a year ago.
The two were then introduced to
Lucas through a mutual friend.
The band practices together
at least once a week and spends
occasional weekends together
devoted to writing music.
“Our future plans include
doing some serious recording,
Jared Feldman and Lucas Driscoll play with recruiting a vocalist, releasing an
EP and playing local shows,” Jared
their rock band “The Basement Astronaut.”
concluded,
adding that he urges any
Contributed Photo / Caption by Morganne Mallon
singer interested in the band’s genre
to contact him and try out. “The
work really hard so that we can live off of faster that we get a vocalist, the faster we
our music in the future.”
can get out there and show this area what
The Basement Astronaut consists of we’ve got to offer.”

Book Review
“The Rescue”

BY EMILY MCKINNEY
Opinions Editor

Although much of the reading that is
done today is made mandatory by English
teachers, sometimes it’s good to lose yourself
for a few hours in a good read. Lately, I’ve
done just that by reading Nicholas Sparks’
“The Rescue.”
As most know, Sparks is known for his
romantic novels and this one is no exception.
“The Rescue” embodies a wide array of
emotions from sadness and desperation to
love and fulfillment.
The story starts with a young, single
mother, Denise, who is balancing work and
parenting. While this is a typical balance for
most adults, Denise is the exception. Her
young son Kyle has a learning disability and
she works with him every day in hopes of
one day having a normal son. One night,
after being involved in a car accident with
his mother, Kyle runs off and it is up to
long time fireman, Taylor, to find him. As
predicted in any of Nicholas Sparks’ books,
Taylor finds young Kyle and becomes not
only Denise’s hero but the object of her
affections as well. As expected, shortly after,
the two fall in love with one another.
Although predictable, this book permits
a reader to
embrace
his or her
emotional
side
by
allowing
not
only
sympathy
but empathy
to surface as
well. If one
can’t
feel
sympathy
for Denise
as she panics
Source: Amazon
for her lost
son, then there is plenty more opportunity
to experience it as secrets unfold and pasts
are revealed throughout the story.
This emotional roller-coaster of a story
did bring tears to my eyes more than once,
and overall was a fantastic read to pass the
time.

E
NTERTAINMENT
Celebrities Support It Gets Better
The Del.Aware - November 21, 2011

Music Column
Adele

BY SABIHA BARY
News Co-Editor

Today to be famous, a female
singer only needs to have a pretty
face and goddess-like body, not to
mention a music video of intense
booty shaking, alcohol-use and
sexually charged energy along with
a few scandals. British singer and
songwriter Adele needs none of the
above. Her voice, brassy and bold,
has left listeners and music critics in
awe.
At the age of 19, Adele rose to
fame after her debut album, “19”
was released and entered as number
one on British charts. Her album
and hit single “Chasing Pavements,”
which was inspired by her twotiming ex-boyfriend, landed her four
Grammy nominations, two of which
she won in 2009 for “Best New
Artist” and “Best Female Pop Vocal
Performance.”
Thereafter, the accolades and
praise have skyrocketed, especially
since the 2011 release of “21,” my
personal favorite. Food for the soul,
this album explores a mixture of
genres: country, blues, jazz, gospel
and Motown influences.
The product of breaking off a
serious relationship with a man ten
years her senior, “21” is a masterpiece,
a collage of fury, revenge, sorrow and
forgiveness. Every note and every
beat that Adele wails, whispers, hoots
and howls, carries such a passion that
I undergo a series of shivers, a rare
feat for any artist.
I’m not the only one feeling
moved; Beyoncé has cited Adele as
an inspiration for her new album
“4.” Four million copies of “21” have
been sold in the US alone and over
11 million worldwide. “21” is also
the first album since the “Titanic”
film soundtrack to claim as many
weeks atop the Billboard Top 200
album chart.
Overall, Adele has proven to be
the perfect role model to aspiring
singers by creating music for “the
ears, not the eyes,” by earning a
countless amount of praise for her
individuality.

BY ANTHONY REYES
Staff Writer

Due to the suicide of gay teenager Jamey
Rodemeyer last month, many celebrities
have been reaching out in support of
his family and fighting for the bullying
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transvestite
(LGBT) teens to end in schools. Many
know how Lady Gaga is very prominent in
standing up for LGBT rights, as are Nicki
Minaj and Neil Patrick Harris, but one
celebrity has not been recognized for his
efforts and his story.
Actor Zachary Quinto grew up in
Pennsylvania and was an active member
of his school’s drama program. As a career
he pursued acting and has landed some big
roles. He played a gay male along side of
Tori Spelling in “So NoTORIous” as well as
the villain Sylar in the hit show “Heroes.”
Many people may know him though as
Spock in the remake of “Star Trek.” Quinto
came out due to Rodemeyer’s suicide and

because he felt that living a secret life was
wrong.
Since then Quinto has contributed a
video to the It Gets Better Project. Started

Source: saccityyeppress
by Dan Savage and his husband Terry
Miller in response to the suicides of teens,
they hoped that the It Gets Better Project
would lower the rate of LGBT deaths

Series Comes to
Conclusion
BY FATIMA IBRAHIM

Arts & Literature Editor
An outbreak of canceled and final episodes has taken over
popular sitcoms, dramas and soap operas. Overtime, Americans
have found few of these series to become a major influence on
their lives due to the disappearances.
Many soap operas on ABC will be canceled such as “All My
Children” and “One Life to Live.” Such soaps have shaped the
overall lifestyle of viewers as the seasons progressed. These soaps
in particular have been airing for approximately 40 years and
for them to be scraped off the surface of telecast entertainment
is a shocker to soap opera obsessed individuals.
Not only are the fans upset over the cancellations, the stars
themselves had no prior knowledge of the finalizations. Some
have claimed to have found out through text messaging and
mass media.
Other heavily-commercialized shows such as, “Charlie’s
Angels,” “Free Agent” and “How to be a Gentleman” are
examples of popular hit shows that have declined in a short time
span. “Charlie’s Angels” has been on commercials repeatedly
and has been over-hyped for the anticipation of the season’s
popularity.
Production has already been shut down and re-runs
will remain until another show fills its spot. These sudden
cancellations are mainly due to the lack of viewers annually
received, most likely caused from individuals who do not enjoy
average television shows. “How to Be a Gentleman” has also
disappointed producers due to the lack of viewers and ratings
they expected to happen.
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related to bullying. This project works by
people submitting videos for struggling
teens to watch. Many of the videos deal
with bullying directed towards the LGBT
community and those who just don’t quite
fit in. Contributors included some big
names such as Lady Gaga, Nicki Minaj,
Neil Patrick Harris, Zachary Quinto, Kathy
Griffin, Hilary Clinton, Tim Gunn, Anne
Hathaway, Perez Hilton, Janet Jackson and
even President Barack Obama and the First
Lady.
Businesses and major colleges have
become supporters of this cause, and
even still many others have contributed
to the It Gets Better Project. Celebrities
continue to submit videos everyday to
the project and the number continues to
grow. Contribution grew so much that the
projects reached its 650 Youtube video limit
and now has its own website. The It Gets
Better Project continues to work daily to
help those like Jamey Rodemeyer.

Movie Review
Anonymous

As a history
buff, I have a low
tolerance for historical
inaccuracy. Though I fullheartedly support artistic freedom,
I take issue with films which attempt
to present disputed historical theories as
solid fact. Roland Emmerich’s latest release,
“Anonymous,” does just that.
Set in the Elizabethan age amidst lords and
playwrights, “Anonymous” presents a startling idea:
William Shakespeare was not the true author of his works.
Instead, suggests “Anonymous,” a member of the royal court,
Edward de Vere, is responsible. Unable to produce his own plays
as a result of taboo, de Vere pays off an illiterate, drunkard—
Shakespeare—to bring the words to life.
While I could readily accept the exploration of the
authorship question, I could not accept Shakespeare
as a brain-dead leech. There is a way to properly
explore Shakespeare’s tangled web of affairs,
and “Anonymous” is not it. Save this one
for Netflix, folks.

BY STAR IRIZARRY

Entertainment Editor
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Celebrities Protest on Wall Street
MSNBC primetime host was broadcasting
from Zuccotti Park.
There to offer encouraging words,
filmmaker Michael Moore occupied Wall

very important and very historic. It had to
happen somewhere; it might as well have
Staff Writer
been here,” Moore explained with passion
to the crowds.
Since Sept. 17, the protestors occupying
Usually depicted as sarcastic and witty,
Wall Street have been attracting more and
comedian
Roseanne Barr made her serious
more attention from all around the world.
outlook
of
the issue very clear. “We’ve
Spotted among the thousands of protestors
already
won,”
she said at the rally.
have been some famous faces willing to
Barr
took
a megaphone and addressed
support the cause and lend their name to
the
protestors’
missions more directly,
the 99 percent.
reading
signs
aloud
from anonymous
Oscar-winning actress and long-time
activists,
“Th
e
corrupt
fear
us. The honest
activist Susan Sarandon recently visited
support
us.
Th
e
heroic
join
us.”
Wall Street one afternoon to praise the
Dr.
Cornel
West,
a
Princeton
Professor,
occupiers and offer words of advice.
showed
up
in
his
trademark
black
suit, tie
Sarandon helped to guide the
and
scarf,
took
a
more
personal
approach
protestors, “It helps to focus on one thing
with the occupiers by picking up cardboard
to be accomplished… Is everyone here
Source:
NY
Daily
News
signs and protesting with them.
registered to vote? Are you having people
“It [the protest] got me spiritually
sign petitions?” she asked of the protestors. Movie star Susan Sarandon visits with
break-dancing
all the way here because
Rappers Kanye West, Russell Simmons Occupy Wall Street protestors.
when
you
bring
folks together of all
and Lupe Fiasco also made unmistakable
Street
for
an
evening.
colors,
all
cultures,
all
genders, all sexual
appearances among the crowds. Simmons
“I
am
so
impressed
by
what
I
am
orientations,
the
elite
will
tremble in their
was to later make an appearance on Reverend
seeing
here…You
have
done
something
boots,”
West
said.
Al Sharpton’s radio show, which the

BY VALERIE LANNON

Movie Review

“60 Minutes”
Paranormal Activity 3 Anchor Dies
There was
no better way to
jump start the Halloween
spirit than with a horror movie.
“Paranormal Activity 3” was a widely
anticipated film which became a top box
office sale.
A single mother, her boyfriend and
daughters live in a house haunted by the youngest
daughter’s imaginary friend, Toby. Kristy, the
youngest daughter, is the only one in the home who
can see the entity that haunts the whole family. The rest of
the family believed that Toby was a phase but as the plot grows,
they figure out the explanation of this haunting as they film the
events that happen during all hours in the home.
This film had me clinging to my seat. The surprising
moments in this movie made for an even more fun and
spooky night out. It seems that the “Paranormal
Activity” series has gotten better with the more
movies made. I am looking forward to the
next one.

BY FAITH TORKILDSEN

Staff Writer

BY AUDREY-RENEE CREEGAN
Circulation Co-Manager

Andy Rooney, a recently retired news journalist, was admitted
to the hospital Oct. 24 after developing serious complications
following a surgery. The writer’s condition was stable as of Oct.
24, but on Nov. 4 Andy Rooney passed away at the age of 92.
Rooney is most notable for his weekly broadcast “A Few
Minutes with Andy Rooney;” a part of the CBS News program
“60 Minutes.” This segment has been airing since 1978 and
continued until 2011. His final appearance on “60 Minutes”
aired Oct. 2.
Rooney has had a long career as a writer. He worked for the
military newspaper Stars and Stripes and wrote four books about
World War II. Rooney wrote for entertainment personalities
Arthur Godfrey and Garry Moore and had a long-time partnership
with newsman Harry Reasoner.
The three-time Emmy-winner was a regular presence on
television’s most popular news show. Since 1978, “A Few Minutes
with Andy Rooney” wrapped up the Sunday night program, often
looking at the absurdities of life and language.
In his segment, Rooney typically made satirical observatory
on trivial every day issues, such as the cost of groceries, annoying
relatives or faulty Christmas presents.
“I wish I could do this forever; I can’t though,” Rooney said
in an interview with CBS.

Music Column
Sleigh Bells

BY MORGANNE MALLON
Circulation Co-Manager

Seeing “Sleigh Bells” in the
headline, you would probably
think I’m going to be talking about
Christmas music. In fact I’m referring
to the Brooklyn-based noise pop
music duo that has been creeping
into the public eye since their album
Treats was released in June of 2010.
Despite making their debut over
a year ago, Sleigh Bells are just now
starting to step into the spotlight.
If you’ve watched MTV or
gone to a movie in the last few
months, you’ve heard them in the
advertisements for “Skins” and
in the trailer for the latest Taylor
Lautner flick “Abduction” as well
as on “Gossip Girl” and in various
video games and commercials.
The heavy metal guitar riffs,
blaring drums and gritty riffing and
beats heard on songs such as “Tell
‘Em” and “Kids” make this music a
perfect back drop for the action seen
in the promos for video games and
blockbuster movies.
Singer Alexis Krauss’s soft,
melodic voice seems ideal for the
bubblegum pop music normally
associated with the girl bands that
ten-year-old girls fawn over; pairing
it with the loud bass beats and
riffs creates an entirely different
experience.
My favorite song off of Treats,
“Rill Rill,” showcases Krauss’ voice
as she sings of somewhat disturbing
lyrics over the sound of finger snaps
and guitar jangles, creating a breezy
feel that offsets the loud, showy
sounds of much of the rest of the
album.
With Treats, Sleigh Bells
achieves the kind of album you want
to listen to on a long car ride with
the windows down, that is until this
loud and ambitious duo drops their
highly anticipated new album set for
release next year.
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Health Aware

Robots See Red

“Sleep Deprivation”

Staff Writer

BY MIRANDA ZINN

Arts & Literature Co-Editor
For people who live in the
Northern Hemisphere, the clock
change in autumn means more
hours of darkness and colder
weather, which keeps many
people indoors. As a result, many
feel more depressed and have
more sleep disturbance as well as
daytime sleepiness and fatigue.
The stresses of daily life may
intrude upon the ability to sleep
well, or perhaps people trade sleep
for more work or play. According
to the American Academy of Sleep
Medicine, sleep typically occurs
in 90 minute cycles, with four to
five cycles occurring during each
night’s sleep.
Stage one is the lightest stage
of sleep; people may not always
perceive they are asleep while in
this stage. Stage two is a true sleep
state and accounts for about 50
percent of sleep time. Stage three
is a deep sleep state. This stage
accounts for about 20 percent of
sleep in young adults.
Disruptions in the entire sleep
cycle or in its individual phases are
believed to be the cause of various
sleep disorders.
The
National
Institute
of Health suggests that most
average adults need about seven
to nine hours of sleep each night.
However, it is impossible to
determine exactly how much sleep
an individual needs.
As everyone shifts into the
cold, dark season, try to get as
much light in the morning and
throughout the day as possible.
Other tips include avoiding
caffeine at nighttime and adhering
to a regular bedtime and waking
schedule. Also, try to stick to a
regular daily exercise routine.
These health habits can help ward
off the winter blues and help you
get on a normal sleep schedule.

BY FAITH TORKILDSEN

Everyone knows the juiciest
strawberries are always deep
red which makes them first to
go in the strawberry fields. In
nature strawberries start out as
a light color and turn darker to
indicate the ripeness to animals
so unripe strawberries weren’t
picked and wasted.
Researchers at the National
Physical Laboratory have now
made it possible for robots
to distinguish colors. With
the use of radio frequencies,
microwaves, terahertz and
infrared they made it possible
for robots to tell between a ripe
and unripe strawberry by color.
Such an accomplishment
decreases the amount of wasted
product picked each year. In
fields of strawberries a robot

can pick strictly the ones ready
to be picked and leave the ones
still growing. The robotic eyes
cannot physically see color
but by high amount of water
content and dry leaves are
indicators for the machine.
The robots peer inside the
strawberry and can see the
levels which make them able
to choose between ripe and
unripe berries.
Project leader Richard
Dunley stated, “strawberries
are a high value fruit which
are very time-consuming to
pick, so there is a stronger
business case to implement
automated picking technology
for strawberries.”
The particularly time
consuming job has been made
easier by advanced technology,
setting an example for other
crop industries.

Government
Tracks Citizens

BY FAITH TORKILDSEN
Staff Writer

Nearly a year ago the FBI
was caught illegally tracking
people using GPS systems that
they were placing on cars. Now,
once again an undetermined
government group has been
found to be doing the same
thing.
The man referred to as
“Greg” found the device on
his Volvo and left it there,
unsure of how else to take
care of it. After contacting
Wired, a technology company,
it was realized that numerous
cars have been hacked by the
government. The devices are
placed on hidden spots outside
the car such as the towing
hitch, spare tires or bumpers.

“A person who knows
all of another’s travels can
deduce whether he is a
weekly church goer, a heavy
drinker, a regular at the gym,
an unfaithful husband, an
outpatient receiving medical
treatment, an associate of
particular
individuals
or
political groups — and not just
one such fact about a person,
but all such facts,” wrote U.S.
Appeals Court Judge Douglas
Ginsburg.
Since there is no warrant
present, citizens are taking
this action as unconstitutional
bringing it to Supreme Court.
This case will take place within
the next few weeks deciding
whether or not using GPS
tracking devices without a
warrant is legal.

Yale Engineers Write with Light
BY ZACH SMICKLE
Staff Writer

Engineers at Yale University have built
the first mechanical memory device that
is able to read and write data using light.
The engineers have deemed the device a
“nanomechanical resonator,” that functions
completely different from any mechanical
storage device today, such as hard disk
drives.
The design effort was led by Hong X.
Tang, an Associate Professor of Electrical
Engineering at Yale University. He and his
team sought to find a way to store data more
reliably than traditional methods. This led
them to nanodevices.
“We really can achieve control of the
nanodevice at very high amplitude and
repeatability,” Tang said.
Although the ideas that govern how
the device works are quite complicated, the
material from which it is made is relatively
basic.
The engineers begin with simple,
commercially available silicon wafers and
then shape them into an oval “wave guide”
that guides the laser that writes data to
the device. They then etch a small piece
of silicon, around 10 micrometers by 500
nanometers by 110 nanometers, leaving it
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attached at both ends. The end result was
silicon with strips that could bend up and
down.

Source: Photonics
The device then uses a laser that acts
upon these strips and bends them in one
direction or the other. Once the laser light is
removed, the strips remain in the bent state
allowing the device to understand binary
and store data.
“The two states [up and down] are
separated by a huge energy barrier,” Tang

said. That means with the laser turned
off, they stay put, making the memory
nonvolatile. The device is also much less
sensitive to stray radiation and heat effects
that can sometimes corrupt data in electrical
or magnetic memory, he said.
In order to read the data the device
uses a lower powered laser. The laser is not
powerful enough to bend the strips, instead
it reflects off of them. The device then
analyzes how the light bent and is then able
to tell in the strip is bent up or down.
Although the data is stored more securely
than traditional forms, the vast amount of
energy required to manipulate the silicon
strips coupled with high manufacturing
costs make the “nanomechanical resonator”
not viable for large data storage. However,
some possible uses have already been
proposed.
“The optical technique may enable
ultrahigh-speed manipulation of a
mechanical bit,” said Pritiraj Mohanty,
Professor of Physics at Boston University,
who was not involved in the research at Yale.
In addition to these high-speed optical
routers, the device would be useful in
applications that require secure data storage
despite adverse physical conditions, such as
high G-load. These resonators could find
homes in future spacecraft and missiles.

Page 16

Science and Technology
Parasite Can
The Del.Aware - November 21, 2011

RIM Company Sued Over Outages
By Kristin Carofano
Staff Writer

BlackBerry users in the United States
and Canada were outraged this past month
due to service issues.
Consumers in those areas are
suing Research In Motion (RIM), the
company that controls BlackBerry, for
the loss of service.
An estimated 70 million subscribers
were without e-mail, instant messaging
and browsing. The service failure was
worldwide, occurring in five continents.
The Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
of RIM, Mike Lazaridis, apologized to
the millions of BlackBerry users for the
loss of service.
The inconvenience lasted two days.
The company claimed it was fixed, but
then a few hours later service failed again.
A failed switch and backup is to blame
for the overseas loss of service. Again RIM
claimed the problem was fixed, but they
also said there might be a delay in when
their customers will begin to receive their
e-mails.
This issue tarnished the company’s

image and set back its drive to catch up
with Apple and their other smart phone
competition.
The lawsuit being filed against RIM
said that they failed to meet its promises and
that RIM needs to take full responsibility.

January, the company’s value fell from $83
billion in June 2008 to $14 billion in 2011.
During the course of the year many
BlackBerry users have switched to either
the iPhone or some type of Android based
phone. With Apple rapidly producing new
products, RIM has to be on top of its
game and fix the service problems much
faster.
The Android market is also
becoming a problem for BlackBerry
because some Android apps are said to be
safer and more secure for workers than
the BlackBerry ones along with Apple’s
apps too. Luckily for the Blackberry
market, Androids have also failed to
meet the needs for those who work in
Source: RIM the business world.
BlackBerry tried to help themselves
by coming out with a playbook, but
Consumers complained that they are those have many problems as well. RIM
paying for service that they aren’t getting.
had to recall 1,000 playbooks because they
This was the largest service outage for were shipped out with unstable software
BlackBerry ever reported.
that couldn’t upload the initial software.
On top of this issue setting back the
While BlackBerry still ranks no. 1
Blackberry Company, Apple is also causing among its business users, competitors are
a problem for the BlackBerry market. always striving to surpass them.
Market value fell nearly 50 percent in

Bridge Built from Plastic Waste

By Katelyn Anderson
News Co-Editor

Recycling has become an increasingly
popular way to reduce the amount of
waste going to landfills and to cut back on
greenhouse gas emissions. But when items
are recycled, is it ever really known where
they are going?
While many items are recycled into
another bottle, bag or sheet of paper,
a few innovative companies in the UK
decided that recycled items can be used
for even more important things.
A relatively new Welsh startup
company called Vertech Ltd. turned 50
tons of plastic waste into a 90 foot bridge
that is durable enough to accommodate
heavy-duty vehicles.
The development of the bridge was
conceived by Vertech and supported by
the Welsh Assembly Government. Also
involved in the collaboration was Dawyc
Estates, bridge designer Cass Hayward,
Cardiff University’s School of Engineering,
Rutgers University, Polywood and Axion
International.
It only took four days to install the
three-span, 30m-long by 4m-wide deck

that is made from a patented recycled
plastic composite. The 9m-long individual
spans are believed to be the longest spans
ever built from recycled plastic, which is
comprised of more than 50 tons of recycled
plastic waste. The bridge is also special
because it won’t rust, and requires very little

alternatives as well as offering cost-effective
solutions.”
The bridge spans the River Tweed at
Easter Dawyck in Peeblesshire and forms
part of the historic John Buchan Way.
Vertech plans for this process to be
used around Europe to make better use of
plastic waste and avoid sending it to
landfills and other countries such as
China.
“We shouldn’t be sending so
much of the UK’s waste plastic to
landfill nor should we be shipping it
to China,” said Mainwaring. “With
this unique technology we can
now recycle it ourselves to produce
increasingly sought after high quality
and sustainable construction materials
for the European market.”
Vertech
will
also
be
manufacturing
sheet
materials
using
Source: doyourpart
the same technology for utilization
by the European construction sector
maintenance.
as a replacement for plywood, MDF and
William Mainwaring, co-founder and laminates. Therefore, Europe would be able
CEO of Vertech said “Its environmental to convert a larger volume of plastic waste
credentials combined with its durability into high performance and sustainable
and minimum maintenance requirements building materials to help meet its
are a distinct advantage over conventional environmental targets.

‘Zombify’
Wasps
By Jim Herzog

Science & Technology Editor
Parasites are generally regarded as
terrifying creatures but a parasite that
can radically modify the behavior
and body of a much larger organism
is even scarier.
Xenos vesparum does exactly
this to the common European paper
wasp, Polistes dominulus. This only
happens when a few conditions are
met though. The first and foremost
one being that the wasp has to run
into the larvae of the parasite, which
commonly wait on leaves or are
deposited into the wasp colony by
infected members. The larva jumps
onto the host and burrows into its
abdomen where it feeds on the blood
of the wasp until it grows.
Then the wasp’s behavior and
body begin to change. The wasp still
grows, but it will be notably smaller
than the rest. It will also become
withdrawn from the other wasps and
act only for itself, no longer a major
part of the hive.
Until early summer, nothing
happens, but when the hive is busiest,
the infected wasps leave and travel to
a seemingly random location. There,
the male Xenos vesparum emerge
from their hosts, killing them, to
mate with female Xenos vesparum
which will still be half inside of
their hosts. These infected and now
impregnated wasps will then travel to
hives and wait by the queen’s side.
They then wait through the
winter, and in the spring, when the
real queens leave to prepare new
nests, the infected wasps spew Xenos
vesparum larvae under leaves in the
hive, and then fly through the colony
infecting every member they come
across.
This isn’t the only example of
parasite-induced insect behavior
alterations, though. Other common
forms include suicidal caterpillars,
ants that look like berries. Yet few are
quite as complex as this.
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Scientists Use Stem Cells to Clone Organs
By Kristin Carofano

mice with rat organs and they will be successfully altered,
resulting in mice with rat organs.
Staff Writer
“Our ultimate goal is to generate human organs
The science world never sleeps, always having new from induced pluripotent stem cells,” said the director
discoveries about health related issues. Recent stem cell of the Centre for Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative
researchers have had a breakthrough in growing human Medicine at the University of Tokyo in Japan.
The technique they are using is called blastocyst
organs on certain animals.
Pigs are one of the most commonly used animals that complementation, during which they take embryos
from the animals that cannot grow the
scientists are using to
needed organ and inject it into a different
grow these various
animal that can grow it for them. The
types of human
scientists are trying to get permission to use
organs.
Scientists
the human organs that the pigs have grown
found that they
but they have not yet been permitted to.
can create chimeric
Eventually they would like to be able grow
animals with organs
a personalized kidney for a patient in need
of other animals by
of a kidney.
injecting stem cells
“Scientists have been trying to do this
into the embryos of
for
quarter
of a century,” said Dr Lei Xiao,
another animal.
Source: fareastgizmos
of the Shanghai Institute of Biochemistry
Scientists say that
and Cell Biology who led the research.
pigs can grow human
“Hopefully this means we can modify pigs so that
organs from the patient’s stem cells to use for transplants.
By using the patient’s own stem cells they can eliminate they will not be rejected by humans. Then we could use
the chance of it being rejected, as well as creating a large these pigs as organ donors to provide organs for patients
that won’t trigger an adverse reaction from the patient’s
supply of donors.
Researchers have also found that they can inject own immune system.”

Stem cells are powerful and highly versatile and can
be found within most organs in the human body.
This is all happening in Japan, while Canada is
making stem cell breakthroughs for cancer as well. The
researchers claimed that they successfully isolated a blood
stem cell, which is a remarkable achievement because
only
one
in
every
estimated
100,000
cells in the
bloodstream
is a stem
cell.
If they
can get more
of
them
separated,
Source: chxa
the
stem
cells could
be used for replacement cell treatments on cancer
patients and a wide range of other diseases. A blood stem
cell has the capability to create new healthy blood cells
to fight the diseases.
All the scientists working on this hope they can save
lives around the world.

E. Coli Used in Computer Implants Cause Cancer
By Zach Smickle

DNA of the bacterium then stimulating
them with chemicals, just as one would do
Staff Writer
with electricity in a conventional transistor,
Up to this point the circuit boards that allowing the cells to turn on and off letting
permeate almost every aspect of life today them process binary.
New circuits made from these
have been made of certain elements. Gold,
microscopic logic
silver, lead and silicon
gates could allow
have been a vital parts
for an incredibly
of electronics since
small and powerful
the beginning. This
machine to be
presents a problem.
built. One day it
The main issue with
could be possible to
making electronics out
create a computer
of these elements is the
that swims through
fact that the transistors
the arteries of the
on the chips can only
body,
gathering
be made so small
information
and
before they fall apart,
destroying
harmful
limiting the power of
cells, such as cancer
computer chips. There
cells.
is, however, a solution.
Although
Using genetically
this
is a great leap
modified E. Coli,
forward,
the cells,
scientists from Imperial
Source: nationalconfidential
on
their
own,
aren’t
College London have
powerful
enough
to
managed to build a logic
be
a
viable
replacement
for
silicon
chips.
gate that can process the binary language
of computers, a system of ones and zeros. The challenge will be finding a way to link
These advancements will be important in them together to allow more complex tasks
to be carried out.
the future.
The cells were made by modifying the

By Miranda Zinn

Arts & Literature Co-Editor
Doctors failed to identify a
significant cancer risk associated with a
spine surgery product in a 2009 research
paper about the product.
Medtronic, the company who created
the product, paid millions of dollars to
surgeons to research
possible health risks
in Amplify, a spinal
implant device.
The product that
is used in Amplify
is a “bone growth
stimulating biological
agent” known as
bone morphogenetic
protein-2 or BMP-2.
BMP-2 is a growth factor that causes
cells to proliferate. This eliminates the
need to harvest the patient’s own bone
for use in a spinal fusion surgery.
The company is under investigation
by a U.S. Senate committee and the U.S.
Justice Department.
The researchers had information
showing that at two and three years after
being implanted with the genetically
engineered protein, significantly higher

numbers of Amplify patients were being
diagnosed with cancer.
The paper claimed there were eight
patients diagnosed with cancer 24
months after being treated with Amplify;
however, the actual number of patients
with cancer was nine according to the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
records. At nine patients, the cancer
risk is considered
significant.
M a r y b e t h
Thorsgaard,
a
Medtronic
spokeswoman,
said
there
was
no
“statistically
significant”
cancer
Source: WSJ connection to BMP2 at the time the
paper was accepted for publication.
When the company became aware of the
ninth case, it reported it to the FDA two
months before the paper was published.
George Lundberg, former editorin-chief of the Journal of the American
Medical Association said, “The authors
didn’t want it to be there, and the
company especially didn’t want it to be
there – out where everybody would see
it.”
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Boys’ Soccer Loses to Abington in Semi-finals

Comets displayed minimal ball possession. Momentum consecutive shots on goal from Mullen, senior Lucas
shifted quickly from one team to the other as both teams Cuartero and Henry. Soon after, Abington regained
Sports Editor
had continuous shots on goal, free-kicks and corners. possession, and despite the zealous defensive efforts
of Karch and
On Halloween night, while much of the Delaware Junior Wyatt Karch and Newman led the
Cuartero,
they
Valley student body dressed in wigs and robes and rang Warrior defense, stifling all Comet attempts
scored again. The
doorbells for Reese’s and Twix, the Warrior boys’ soccer at goal. Senior captain Kevin Quinn attacked
with intelligence; senior captain
Comets led the
team dressed in
Dean Johnson and freshman Willy
Warriors 3-0 with
jerseys and cleats
Mullen attacked with speed; and
less than 18:00
and
competed
junior captain Christian Henry
left of the District
for a spot in the
attacked with numerous shots on
Semifinals.
The
Lackawanna
goal.
final score was 3-0.
League finals. The
Despite Newman’s passionate
Hopes
and
Delaware
Valley
efforts to thwart Abington
expectations for
Warriors
faced
goals, diving in front of the net
next year’s season
the
Abington
desperately over and over again, Senior Lucas Cuartero, in black, fights
are high; according
Heights Comets at
the Comets scored with 12:11 left for possession in the midfield.
to Karch, much of
Scranton Stadium;
on the clock in the first half. As
the team will be
the Warriors lost
Senior Kevin Quinn breaks from Comet
momentum shifted in favor of Abington, the returning next year with varsity experience.
0-3.
Comets scored again just over a minute later,
Karch concluded, “[I anticipate that] next year, our
The Warriors defense and carries the ball to goal.
and the first half ended with a 0-2 Warrior team will have a drive and work rate surmounting that of
took the field with Photos by Kelly Cappello
deficit.
this year’s, which we will hope to show in our record and
enthusiasm
and
The second half began much like the first as neither play-off performance next season.”
confidence “expect[ing] nothing less than a win” as
team gained immediate possession. After ten minutes of
senior captain and goalie Hunter Newman stated.
As the showdown began, both the Warriors and play, the Warriors began to dominate the Comets with

By Kelly Cappello

Freshmen Exceed in Fall Sports
By Kelly Cappello
Sports Editor

As senior athletes are finishing up their final fall sport
seasons at Delaware Valley, stars are arising among the
freshman class to take their places and lead the Warrior
Nation to success.
Freshman football had an “outstanding season” this
year, according to head coach Bob Cosentino, and much
of the team’s success can be traced back to two players who
also played on the freshman team as 8th graders, captain
Matt Wagner and Lex Rosario. Rosario will eventually
contribute at the varsity level as “a gifted athlete with
a lot of natural ability,” while Wagner is noted for his
exceptional work ethic.
“You know what you’re going to get out of [Wagner]
every day, and that is his best,” said coach Cosentino.
Well- renowned volleyball star, senior Carissa Dube,
will be graduating this year, but her sister, Kailee Dube,
has the potential to eventually assume her role. According
to coach Bridget Crawford, her height, power and ability
to block, as well as her coachable personality, will ensure
rapid improvement in the years to come.
Although Nikki Cuccio has only been playing field
hockey for two years, she has steadily improved and has
already earned some varsity time.
“[Cuccio] is a fierce competitor and will not settle
for mediocrity,” said Coach Lindsey Sabo.
Callum McCaslin started varsity for golf this year,
also.
“He has the potential to become a great golfer,”
coach Jim Salus said.

Upcoming Home
Games
Saturday, Dec. 3
12:15p.m.
Girls’ Varsity Basketball vs. Burke Catholic High
School

Left to right: Matt Wagner, Lex Rosario, Kailee
Dube, Matt Falkenburg, Nikki Cuccio, Willy
Mullen, Janel Llewellyn and Callum McCaslin.
Photo by Kelly Cappello

Cross country coach Rebecca Bachelder, boasts of
Janel Llewellyn’s accomplishments, stating that she will
compete at the varsity level next season, as “one of the
top runners.”
Willy Mullen and Matt Falkenburg contributed to
varsity soccer this past season, as well. Falkenburg will
aid the team’s attack in the years to come as he plans to
“score a lot of goals,” while Mullen hopes to eventually
lead the team to a district win.
The future of DV athletics is certainly in good hands.

Friday, Dec. 9
4:30p.m.
Boys’ Varsity Swimming vs. Wyoming Valley West
Senior High School
4:30PM
Girls’ Varsity Swimming vs. Wyoming Valley West
Senior High School
Saturday, Dec. 10
6:30p.m.
Boys’ Varsity Basketball vs. Crestwood High School
Monday, Dec. 12
7:00p.m.
Girls’ Varsity Basketball vs. Stroudsburg High School
Wednesday, Dec. 14
7:15p.m.
Girls’ Varsity Basketball vs. East Stroudsburg South
High School
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Warriors Annihilate Buckhorns

possession, pinning Wallenpaupack at their Olsommer said. “We dominated our
2 yard line, when the Buckhorn’s tried to biggest rival.”
Entertainment Co-Editor
punt the ball away after a 3-and-out,
T h e
At the end of the Warrior’s season, after junior Lucas Markowitz blocked the
following
a tough stretch of games, they won their punt successfully and junior Connor
week in
last home battle against the Wallenpaupack Decker caught the loose ball and ran
the first
Buckhorns, 35-3.
it into the end-zone for the score.
round of
The
first
The
Warriors
District
big score of the
dominated the line of
playoffs,
game occurred
scrimmage and made it
t h e
early
when
extremely difficult for
Wa r r i o r s
the
Warriors
the division’s leading
scored
recovered
a
rusher, Pat Ingulli, to
28 points
fumble
[on
find room to run. He
within the
Wallenpaupack’s
finished with 111 yards,
time
of
44-yard-line] on
but only had 51 yards
the game,
the Buckhorn’s
on 17 carries before the
but
the
first drive of the
Warrior’s scored their The Delaware Valley captains
Nazareth
take part in the coin toss.
game. Not too
5th touchdown.
B l u e
long after, junior
“We showed them
Eagles
quarterback,
what Warrior football is really took home the win by their score of 43
Bryan
Schor The Warriors’ offense lines up to about,” said junior running points and ended the 2011 season for the
found
junior, complete a play.
back Joe Santiago.
Warrior’s.
wide
receiver, Photos by Morganne Mallon
Santaigo was who led
“Outside of the second quarter our
Cory Savarese in
the team to the Districts guys played great. We did a nice job this
the end zone for
playoffs with 179 yards and a year,” said Coach Olsommer. “We made it
a 24-yard touchdown pass.
touchdown.
to the post season again.”
The Warriors punted on their next
“Our guys played great,” Coach

By Gia Rizzo

Warriors Fall to Panthers in Playoffs
By Dom Montemarano
Sports Co-Editor

On Nov. 8, the Delaware Valley girls’
volleyball team traveled to North Pocono
High School to oppose the Strath Haven
Panthers in a Class AAA state-playoff game.
After winning the District 2 championship,
the Warriors efforts fell short as the Panthers
prevailed in four grueling sets.
Throughout the four sets, unforced
errors prevented the Warriors from gaining
momentum and overcoming the Panthers’
dominant surges.
In the first set, the score was close
throughout, but the Warriors weren’t able
to completely close the gap; the Panthers
ended up prevailing 25-19.
Unlike the first set, the second set was
an obliteration from the beginning. Hitting
and passing errors hindered the Warriors as
the score resulted in 25-11.
Down two sets, the Warriors displayed
their grit throughout the competitive third
set. Both teams refused to back down as the
score was tight throughout. In the end, the
Warriors upended the Panthers 25-23 and
kept their hopes alive.

Leading two sets to one, the Panthers
DV’s setters sophomore Rachel Miller
jumped out to a 4-0 lead in the decisive and junior Nicole McTernan each chipped
fourth set. The combination of Strath in with nine assists apiece.
Haven’s powerful hitting and superb passing
Many Delaware Valley fans made the
proved to be detrimental for the Warriors as trip to support the Warriors. “We had
the final set was dominated by the Panthers great support,” said Miller. “Our fans’
with
a
encouragement
score
of
helped us compete
25-12.
throughout
the
O n
four sets.”
offense the
Reflecting on
Wa r r i o r s
the season, varsity
were led
coach
Bridget
by a trio
Crawford said, “It
of hitters:
was a great year,
s e n i o r
going 16-2. The
Carissa
girls played very
D u b e ,
well throughout
sophomore
the season.”
Ta y l o r
“We played
Braunagel
our
hardest,”
and junior
added
senior
C a s s i d y The Warriors get psyched for the state-playoff
captain
Reva
C o h e n . game.
Scheibner. “Seeing
D u b e Photo by Dom Montemarano
how hard we
tallied six
played tonight, the
kills and three points, while Cohen had five team looks good for next year.”
kills, three points and two blocks.
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Spotlight
Athletes
In every issue, the Del.Aware
recognizes outstanding athletes
from various sports. For this issue,
the Spotlight Athletes are:

Paige
Zimnik,
senior,
Cheerleading - Zimnik, a second
year varsity athlete known for her
determination, had to learn a new
posistion on the team because a
teammate is out with an injury.
Marc
Wagner,
senior,
Wrestling - Wagner always does
what is expected of him on and off
the mat. He is a great team leader
and he was a state qualifier last
season
Katie Hammond, junior,
Girls’ Basketball - Hammond has
been working very hard to improve
her skill level during the offseason.
She has dedicated a lot of her time
to support her team on and off the
court.
Sean Prudhoe, sophomore,
Boys’ Swimming - Prudhoe has had
outstanding at preaseaon lifting and
he is showing great improvement.
He has shown his dedication in and
out of the water.
Martin
Strenk,
junior,
Football - Strenk finished the season
on a very high note. In the final two
games, he had strong performances
and, in the playoff game, he ran
hard and had a great game.
Brandon Angradi, senior,
Boys’ Basketball - Angradi has
showed his dedication by traveling
all over for AAU tournaments. He
currently has 965 points for his
high school career and with a good
season he could potentially beat the
school record
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BOYS’
BASKETBALL

SPORTS

GIRLS’
WINTER PREVIEW BASKETBALL
“I’m looking forward to building off where
we were last year. We only lost one player,
so we are starting as a strong team. We’re
hoping for a great season.”
-Jenna Peters

“Our guys have been working really hard
in the off-season, getting prepared to
improve from last season. We have a lot
of talent coming back this year and a good
chance to compete for the district and league
championship.”
-Brandon Angradi

Coaches:
Coach Kris Holtzer, Coach Al Holtzer,
Coach Scott Nielsen
Key Players:
Brandon Angradi, Jordan Lambert, Gabe Negron, Brent
Fragola, Zach Stauffer, Bryan Schor, Anthony Kaiser, Connor
Decker

WRESTLING

“I’m looking forward to team states and creating the best wrestling
team DV has ever had.”
-CJ Palmer
Coaches:
Coach Lou DeLauro, Coach
Anthony Cavallaro, Coach
Evan Bates, Coach Dave
Sullivan

BOYS’ SWIMMING

“We are very excited about our season. We
have a lot of potential on the team and hope
to be a strong competitor.”
-Paul Kremsner & Ray DeMasi

Key Players:
Ray DeMasi, Paul
Kremsner, Rick
DiAgostino, Matt
Stewart, Josh Edelman,
Rian Fowler, Dave
Larson, Jamil Mirabito

Coaches:
Coach Gina Lee, Coach Maury Meyers,
Coach Amanda Holtzer
Key Players:
Patricia Pacella, Megan Braunagel, Caitlin Hartey,
Marygrace Kennedy, Britney Midlarsky, Emily
Peters, Gabby Noto, Katie Murphy, Liz Miller, Katie
Hammond, Grace Cadigan, Darian Walter

COMPETITION CHEERLEADING

“We have a lot of potential this year and
I’m excited to perform on the mat.”
-Chrissy Baram

Coaches:
Coach Jennifer Simonsen, Coach Crystal
Stish

Key Players:
CJ Palmer, Evan Wagner, Marc Wagner, Chris Moraski, Jalen
Palmer, Jack Fagan, Martin Strenk, Lucas Markowitz

Coaches:
Coach Joseph Kusner, Coach
Chelsea Koch

November 21, 2011

Key Players:
Victoria Steiner, Katelyn Anderson, Chrissy
Baram, Paige Zimnik, Kira Morrison,
Vanessa Cabral, Breanna Lojo, Payton
Reper, Melissa Capozzi, Lisa Gatto

GIRLS’ SWIMMING

“This swim season, we plan to be more
successful. Individually, we are going to do
the best we can, practicing and cheering on
our other teammates, so they can do the best
they can.”
-Katlyn Pandish

Coaches:
Coach Vicki
Zielazny, Coach
Chelsea Koch

Key Players:
Sam Famularo,
Kathleen Forichon,
Kendall Glaster,
Fatima Ibrahim, Katlyn
Pandish, Joann Zazula

DIVING

“I expect the diving team this year to work
harder than ever before, working through
all those ab workouts and runs in order for
us the team to go to districts again.”
-Danielle DuBee
Coaches:
Coach Amanda
Pope
Key Players:
Kristiana Brush,
Danielle Dubee, Jake
Welker
All photos are ﬁle photos.

